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Awesome 
Foursome 


By Richard Kreider 


amian Mori took a huge step 

towards defending last sea- 

son’s top goal scorer’s award, 
as well as increasing his prominence 
on the all time scorers tally board, 
after sealing four second half goals 
in Perth Glory’s 7-2 blitzing of the 
Brisbane Strikers at Perth Oval last 
Saturday night. 

The four goal haul. scored in the 
final én minutes of whut was a devas~ 
tating period of teamwork, elevated the 
3-year old Australian international to 
the head of the scorers” board with nine 
goals — two more than his nearest 
fivals. 

Tr isthe first time the Perth Club has 
scored seven goals in-an NSL fixture, 
but not the only oceasinn. 

The Strikers have had to pick the 
ball out the net by the same amount in 
one game when the Queenslanders suf- 
fered a 7-0 hiding against Adelaide 
City back in November 1995. 

Despite being in the twilight of an 
outstanding footballing career, 
“Frogger” is showing no signs af 
decelerating und in fact his zest for goals 


ts en fer reviled by bis move ae ss Brisbane 


“Thost goals I scored, anybody would have loved to have got on the end 
of,” said-a modest Mori who prised his team-mates for setting him sp with 
straightforward conversions. 

f Bobby Despotovski and Mari up-front is steadily becom- 
ior in the team’s success. Despotovski himself was on the 
was the Glory’s skipper Scout Miller and Gary Faria; his first 


Damian Mort: Four goals 


ing ama 
soore-sheet 
NSL goal. 
The Strikers clearly missed the fire power of Paul Foster. who is out for 
the rest of season with a cruciate ligament injury. 
Mori tater declared the team cn still play a lot better; which is something 
the other clubs certainly didn’ lly want to bear. 
Meanwhile, the NSL's all-time goalscorer will come up aj 
lime appearance maker this Friday, when Mori comes fia 
former Adelaide City team-mate Alex Tobin in what is 
clash of the round, when Parramatta Power take on the Glory in 
“Both sides need the three points’ so this should be an interesting game.” 


The Wollongong players seen here in a most joyous moment, soon after winning the Grand Final, said Mori. 


By John Economos 


USTRALIA’s current League 
champions, the Wollongong 
Wolves, flew out of Sydney last 
Sunday morning, bound for Port 
Morseby, Papua New Guinea, to do bat- 
tle in the Oceania qualifiers for FIFA’s 
second World Club Championship 
Finals to be held in Spain later this year, 
Wollongong’s Head coach, Ronnie 
Corry, unquestionably will be forced to 
heavily draw on his Jong and battle-hard- 


ened international ‘experience as he will 
gallantly fight to pilot his young 
Australian side through a minefield of 
obstacles. 

The Aussie champion lads will not only 
have to solely battle the absolute oppres- 
sive climatic conditions that prevail in 
Papua New Guinea. 

Compounding Corry’s.—aand 
Wollongong’s worries is the fact that 
they'll be lumbered by the herculean task 
of having to endure playing no less than 
seven energy-sapping games, all within 


the space of just 14 days in tropical condi- 
tions. 

Corry, a former Australian World Cup 
goalkeeper, in his playing days was a real 
warrior, and a courageous one at that. 
He'll flatly refuse to be intimidated, or 
yield to any such gruelling hardships. 

Wollongong’s first match in these 
Oceania qualifiers, kicks off this after- 
noon, (Tuesday), at 3 pm in a battle against 
the Tongan champions, ‘Lotoha’ Apai RC. 

From Port Morseby yesterday, Corry 
stated: “We are beginning to settle here in 


Port Moresby. 

“T’ve made changes to my starting XI to 
ensure I keep our boys fresh, with a view 
that one of our harder games comes after 
our first match against the Tongan Club, 

“Being honest, [ don’t know anything 
about our first opponent, but we'll be 
focussing on our strengths and keeping the 
players’ minds on the job at all times,” 
Corry concluded. 

The Oceania Football Confederation 
last Sunday, informed all Tournament 
champion club participants that all games 


in this championship had been brought 
forward by two hours. 

Wollongong’s starting XI for this 
afternoon’s clash against the 
Champions of Tonga, is: Beltrame, 
Horsley, Cervinski, Stanton, Souris, 
Ceccoli, Reid, Huxley, Chipperfield, 
Young and Petrovski. 

Reserves: O’Grady, Dimitrievski, 
Lucas, Barlow (g/k). 


Best Wishes 
Wollougeag 
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KINGZ NEED TO LIFT 
PERFORMANCE FOR SKY 


By Graham Cooke 


lootball Kingz assistant. coach 
Fe Rufer gave an insight into 
the pitfalls of being the flagship 
club for an entire nation when he spoke 
after his team’s recent 2-0 win over 
Canberra Cosmos. 
He said Sky Television were now the 
major sponsors of soccer in New Zealand. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


| LEADING GOALSCORERS | 


WEDNESDAY 10 JANUARY 2001 
(Green Gully Reserve, 7 pm) 


SATURDAY 13 JANUARY 2001 
Preston Lions ¥ Whittlesea Stallions 
Academy, (BT Connor Reserve, 4 pm) 
Peninsula Blues v Albury-Wodonga, 


ROUND 12 MATCHES | 


* Green Gully Melbourne Knights Academy | 


“They put pressure on the board of New 
Zealand soccer to have us improve our per- 
formances, the New Zealand FA put pres- 
sure on the Kingz board and the Kingz 
board puts pressure on us as the manage- 
ment,” he said 


to take the game by two goals to one, 


watch out for a sunge up the table by the Blues. 


at the back and allowed the Blues to take control. 


Vassallo is overseas with youth teams in Malta, 


23 minutes. 


By Rey Hey 
EASTERN PRIDE 1 SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 


I. the clash at Mobil Stadium, South Melbourne snatched a last minute winner against Eastern 


‘Simon Nardone scored for the Pride, but in a close encounter in which both teams created lots of open- 
ings, it looked as if Steve Mancevski's fifteenth goal of the season after 38 minutes would ensure that the 
points were shared, It was not il the last minute of nocmal time that Dimitri Tsiaras popped up to grab the 
winner for the Blues, which takes them to within three points of the league leader. Peninsula Blues coach 
Gus McLeod says South Melbourne is technically the best ‘eam in te league, so opponents will have to 


GREEN GULLY 1 PENINSULA BLUES 3 


ean Vasie’s goal after nine minutes gave Green Gully an excellent start at home to Peninsula 

Blues, but Gus McLeod's team hit back with three goals to win by three goals to one, 

Peninsula top scorer Nick Waite equalized after 29 minutes, then put hit team ahead when he buried 2 
penalty kick after 49 minutes. Mark Elvin scored the final goal in 63 minutes. The turing point came when 
the coach moved skipper Liam Cafferty back to his normal position as sweeper ard he calmed things down 


Stuart Cannell has got the young Green Gully team well organized and competitive, while Willie 


STH MELBOURNE EAGLES ACADEMY 4 PRESTON LIONS 1 


Gua Melbourne Eagles had a four-one win over Preston Lions at Keilor Park, All the goals came 
Jin the first half, with Arif El Dib scoring the first in twelve minutes, followed by Jerry Demis in 


El Dib got his sccond in 28 and Peter Hancock put the Eagles four up eight min 
Dolevski had another excellent game for the young Lions and pulled a goal back in 42 minut 


“Obviously we don’t pass it on to the 
players, so it stops with us. 

“The players are developing, it wasn't 
so long ago that soccer for them was train- 
ing on Tuesdays and Thursdays and play- 
ing on Saturdays. There is still a lot of 
learning to do. 

“But we are delighted with the fans, 
“We've been going through a bad patch 
and last week lost again at home, but we 
still had 8,000 there to watch us.” 


Shane Rufer: Pressured by NZ 
television to lift the teams 
performance. 


| ROUND 11 RESULTS 


| Eastern Pride 1 (Simon Nardone) South 
Melbourne 2 (Steve Manceski, Dimitri 
Tsiaras) 

| Green Gully 1 (Dean Vasic) Peninsula Blues 

| 3 (Nick Waite 2, Mark Elvin) 


|| South Melbourne Eagles Academy 4 (Anif El 


ter, Robert 
‘The stan- 


Dib 2, Peter Hancock, Jerry Demis} Preston 
Lions 1 (Robert Dolevski) 

Melbourne Knights Academy 1 (Sertan 
Doganay) VIS 0 


SUNDAY 7,JANUARY 2001 
Albury Wodonga 2 (Elliott Jones, Quentin } 
O'Grady) 
Karounis, Sam Gotzilianis) 
Fawkner Blues 0 South Dandenong 2 (Veton 


Bulleen Zebras 2 (Yiannis 


ajher) 
“Bye- - Melboume Knights 


Bye - Melboume Knights Academy 


R f (Lawton Reserve, 6 pm) dard, which had been high to that point, fell away in the second half ard there were no more goals. Demis Bye- VIS 
Ale ea atest (Please note change to Saturday for itis had an excellent game in the backtine for the Eagles and Mario Kalakiss also stood out for the home team. 
lenn Davis (Brisbanel 
Otto Bader (Wollongong * game) MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ACADEMY 1 VIS 0 ROUND 10 TABLES 
Richard Kreider (Perth # ‘na match brought forward this week, Melbourne Knights Academy downed the Victorian Institute 
Graham Cooke (Canberra) SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 2001- | ‘Sport by the only goal of the game, , ‘ 
Joe Russo (Sydney) Melboume Knights v Fawkner Blues, Both teams had a bye this week and took advantage to get this game in early. Sertan Doganay got the 


Roy Hay (Victoria) 
Greg Danvers (Newcastle) 
SCANNING 


Bill Have a ee stays sm) bury Wodooga Warriors and Bulleen Zebras drew two-all in 38 degree heat in Albury. Sam 
cara z Gotzilianis opened for Bulleen after 35 minutes, but Eliott Jones equalized six minutes later. 
Nick Philips MONDAY 15 JANUARY 2001 Yiannis Karounis scored a second for Bulleen a minute after the restart, bul once again the Warriors 
PHOTOGRAPHY South Melbourne v VIS, ceame back and Quentin O'Grady scored the second equalizer in 61 minutes. It was a good physical game 
Allsport {Bob Jane Stadium. 7 pm) with the Warriors central defenders Ryan Giles and Jason Whitton outstanding. 
DISTRIBUTION FAWKNER BLUES 0 SOUTH DANDENONG 2 
NSW/ACT. WEDNESDAY 17 JANUARY 2001 jouth Dandenong had a good two-nil away win at Fawkner, Playing against a strong wind in the 
FLP Pry Ltd, 5-13 Garners Ave, Bulleen Zebras v South Melbourne Eagies ” first half, South Dandenong scored both its goals, through Veton Korcarevski with a free kick on 
MetidgillentavaIoe, Veneto Club, 7 pm). the half-hour and Danie! Rajher in a scramble after a corner kick two minutes before the break. Both} 
arrickville _ Academy, (Veneto Club, 7 pm) sides consisted entirely of young players and the difference according to South Dandenong coach 
Tel: (02) 9562 0500 ; Gi Goran Runje was that his team took two of its chances in the first half, while Famkner could not con- 


VICTORIA: 

FLP Pty Ltd. 72-78 Gipps Street, 
Collingwood Vic 3066 
Tel: (03) 9486 9522 
Tel: (03) 9486 9858 


QUEENSLAND: 
Queensland Newspapers 
Campbell St, Bowden Hills Qld. 4006 
Tel: (07) 3252 6011 


Melboure Knights Academy, (George 


(Knights Stadium, 4 pm) South Dandenong v 


ROUND 13 


vital goal in 41 minutes, Misumi Nishida, Sam Kalakias and Haris Vrbovac were the stars forthe Knighis, 
though senior players Ivan Zelic and Ivan Razov controlled traffic for their younger colleagues. 


ALBURY WODONGA 2 BULLEEN ZEBRAS 2 


vert in this period. Milan Sajkic playing in midfield and going forward was the best of the Fawkner 


players. 

Whittlesea Stallions/Cariton has withdrawn from the league and all matches involving the team have 
been expunged ftom the ladder. This is different from what has happened in the NSL. Currently the} 
‘goalscorers total remains unchanged until further advice from Soccer Australia is received. 


Fawkner Blues 
Mb Lions 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: ¥ wu, 
Advertiser Newspapers Ltd. 
Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000 
Tel: (08) 8218 9329 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Pan Hellenic Emporium, 

67 James Street, Perth WA 6000 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 
Recommended and maximum price, 

$3.30 A 
*All material appearing in SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 2001 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly is Northern Spirit 0 Canberra Cosmos 2 (Ivanic 33’, R. O’Grady 87’) 
copyright and reproduction in any form Sydney Olympic Youth 4 (Zorbas 8". Tirovski 20°, Saar 80’, 88") Sydney United 1 
whatsoeve: is expressly forbidden without | (fordan 29°) 
the written permission of the publisher. c - e . " 
The ublisher accepts no responsibilty for Marconi Stallions Youth 1 (Gulesserian 81”) Bencast United Youth 0. 
Unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or Bye- aw i ee my 
RESCHEDULED MATCH - 


photographic material. 
Deadline for contributions, articles and IN_19/01; 
date. ACT Academy v OAS 


Wollongong Wolves 6 (Aldridge 41’, P. O'Grady 46’, Lucas 50’, 80’, 83’, Nohra 90°) 
NSWIS 0 ALS. 

Newcastle United Colts 0 Marconi Stallions Colts 1 (Madigan 39’) Marconi Stallions 
Parramatta Power 
Northern Spirit 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Stallions Colts 
Sydney Olympic 

Sydnay United 

Newcastle United 
Canberra Cosmos 
N.S.W.LS, 

QAS, 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
ACT Academy 

Newcastle United Colts 


SATURDAY 6 JANUARY 2001 
AIS 3 (Martin 15’, Richter 41’, McKay 55’) Parramatta Power 1 (Santalab 27’) 


advertising is 3 days PRIOR to issue 
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Preview by 
John Economos 
—— 


jhe Parramatta 
Power having 
crashed to a shock 


3-0 defeat last Friday night 
in Adelaide, feeling severe- 
ly wounded, are eagerly 
awaiting the Perth Glory’s 
arrival at the Parramatta 
Stadium this Friday night. 

Following the magnificent 
solid display by the Power in 
their last home game against 
the Northern Spirit, suddenly 


plunged to their heaviest 
defeat of the season last 
Friday night at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 

The Sydney side was ham- 
mered 3-0 by Zoran Matic’s 
Adelaide City. 

The Power’s Head coach 
David Mitchell, disappoint- 
edly stated to ABSW last 
night: “We were on a good 
toll and then suddenly 
crashed in Adelaide. 

“Now we are looking to 
quickly bounce back from 
that defeat. 

“The Glory of course will 
give us areal tough game as 
they have many good players 
all over the park,” said 
Mitchell. 

The Power’s former 
Australian World Cup striker, 
then added: 

“Mori. (Damian), has to 
be kept quiet. 

“He’s running hot at the 
moment, as he proved last 
week-end by banging in four 
goals against the Brisbane 
Strikers. 

“But Mont is not their only 
good player. His strike-part- 
ner, Despotovski, (Bobby), 
also is another quality player. 

“The Glory has many fine 
players all over the park, and 
in all departments,” Mitchell 
elaborated. 


lpoweREa 


Credit Unter 


“Is an important game 
for both of us and we will be 
hoping to build on our last 
home crowd we had against 
the Spirit which was marvel- 
lous. 

“We want to take all three 
points from the Glory, but we 
also realise that they are a 
crack team and again this 
season are definite League 
championship contenders,” 
summed up Mitchell. 

It was first feared that the 
Power would be without 
their two young stars, mobile 


right flanker Ahmad Elrich 
and central defender Mark 
Bymes. 

Both this week have been 
drafted by national Youth 
coach, Angie Postecoglou, 
into his Australian Under 20s 
training squad. 

However it’s believed that 
Postecoglou would be releas- 
ing most of his squad mem- 
bers back to their respective 
clubs for the weekend match- 


es, 

Elrich already this season 
has shown consistent out- 
standing form. 

Méanwhile Byrnes, the 
former Australian Under 17s 
captain, had been out of 
action with an injury. But 
whilst making his comeback 
through the Power’s Youth 
side, has “also had to serve a 
suspension. 

Power’s Assistant coach 


Lawrie McKinna, stated last - 


: “Despite going down 
heavily to Adelaide City, it 
could have been so very dif- 
ferent in the first 25 minutes 
by us being up by a couple of 
goals. 

“The Glory is on fire after 
its 7-2 thumping over the 
Brisbane Strikers _—_ last 
Saturday night . 

“We'll have to be on our 
mettle when we meet them 


this Friday night,” ended 
McKinna. 

‘The Glory is in third spot 
with 22 League points whilst 
the Power with two less 
points lie in fifth spot on the 


¢ Glory’s golden twin- 
strike force of Despotovski 
and Mori, have between 
them rattled in no less than 
15 of the Glory’s total of 29 
goals to date. 


‘League ladder, 


Regional Director 
x of Coaching — 
” Cairns 


Applications are invited from persons interested in a 
career position with the Queensland Soccer 
Federation. 


Candidates must hold minimum Soccer Australia 
State Licence and ACC Level 2 accreditation or equiv- 
alent qualifications. Holder of an instructor's licence 
would also be preferred. 


Job description details are available by 
telephoning the Federation on 

07 3252 5327, Fax 07 3252 1137 

or Email qidsoccer@powerup.com.au 


Whitten Applications marked “Confidential” are required by. 
January 15, 2001 to: 


The General Manager 
Queensland Soccer Federation 
Perry Park, Abbotsford Road, 


Mayne. Qld. 4006. 


Friday 12th 
January 2001 


ramaiia Power 


Teck Cui OUF Webs: 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 9, 2001 


@ assw 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil... 


IHE PERTH GLORY’s 
away game against 
John Kosmina’s Brisbane 
Strikers and which was 
originally set down to be 
played on Sunday, 22nd 
April, has now been re- 
scheduled to be played on 
Friday, April 20th at 


7.30pm at Ballymore in 
Brisbane. 


Jason Petkovie: Glory’s international goalkeeper. 


e000 

HO is the former 

Australian internation- 
al player that went Overseas 
just before Christmas and 
bought a stack of exotic, 
Musical Christmas Cards to 
send out to all his friends 
back home? 

The novelty cards were 
highly colourful as well as 
attractive. 

When you opened the 
Card, it would automatically 
play ‘Jingle Bells’: Very 
nice. 


Fantastic for the recipient. 

But for the sender, (our 
former international that is), 
it was plain murder and it 
ultimately drove him nuts, 

Why? 

Simple. 

When he sat down to write 
out the stack of ‘cards, of 
course he had to open each 
one to write in his personal 
message. 

Of course as soon as he 
would do this, ‘Jingle Bells’ 
would start playing. 

By the time he had strug- 
gled to write 10 of them, the 
‘Tingle Bells’ tune had 
scrambled his brains to the 
point that he could no longer 
concentrate on What he want- 
ed to write..or even to whom. 


FOR ABSW ADVERTISING, 


fms (S277 488784 2) 


CALL JOHN, DIRECT ON 
(02) 9744 6984 


Our ‘mystery’ player had 
bought 45 of these Musical 
Christmas cards ... Never 
again. 
ecco 

OUTH MELBOURNE 

ended the Century as 
Australia’s all-time leading 
Soccer Club. 

Currently heading the 
NSL ladder, Souths is one 


son, is former internation- 
al, Mickey Petersen. ~ 
In his desperate bid to 
continue Souths’ exception- 
ally proud tradition, and 
despite being the rookie 
coach in the League, Big 
Pete is travelling okay. 
Already Petersen has 
been able to lift his team to 
the crest of the League lad- 
der. 
Not bad for the young, 
new kid on the block. 
ecco 
RAD HASSEL last 
Friday night at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 
knocked up his 200th NSL 
game for .his. beloved 
Adelaide City against the 
visiting Parramatta Power. 
The ‘Black and Whites’ 
former international mid- 
fielder-cum-striker, and to 
his credit, has continually 
played for Adelaide City 
since the 1993-94 season. 
eoce 
ARCONI is set to 
play two exhibition 
matches at Marconi 
Stadium, against quality 
international opposition 


Mickey Petersen: Souths’ young Head coach. 


of only one of three founda- 
tion member clubs to have 
participated in every single 
season since the inception 
of the NSL back in 1977. 

Adelaide City and 
Marconi have been the 
other two clubs. 

During this time, Souths 
have collected no less than 
four national League 
Championships. 

Souths’ greatest moment 
of glory in its history, 
undoubtedly must be its 
participation at the inau- 
gural FIFA Club World 
Championships staged in 
Brazil last January, bat- 
tling against most illustri- 
ous opposition such as the 
current giants of Europe, 
Manchester United, and 
South American champi- 
ons, Vasco da Gama. 

Now, Souths’ current 
Head coach, and the 
League’s rookie this sea- 


with the first game being 
played tomorrow night, 
(Wednesday), against the 
touring side from the First 
division. of Macedonian, 
Pelister F.C. 

Kick off is at 7.30pm 
with tickets set at $20:00 
Adults, $10:00 concession. 
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NTE KOVACEVIC, 


Adelaide City’s central 
defender, last Friday night 


Power, brought up his 
150th match in the 
National League. 


Brad Hassell: Racked up his ‘Double NSL Ton’ last 


Tickets are now on sale 
at Club Marconi’s 
Reception Desk or through 
the Ticketek Office. 

On Wednesday 31st 
January, also at the 
Marconi Stadium, Marconi 
will take on the crack team 
from the Yugoslav first 
division, Red Star 
Belgrade. 

Kick off again has been 
scheduled to start at 
7.30pm. : 

Sydney Olympic will also 
play a game against 
Pelister F.C. at the Marconi 
Stadium next Tuesday, 16th 
January with kick off again 
being set down for 7.30pm. 

eeee 
EVENT OSMAN, the 
Football Kingz’’ lateral 
defender, brought up his 


Darren McDonald: Marconi’s robust midfielder 
in action. 


100th match in the NSL last 
Friday at the WIN Stadium 
against the current League 
champions, the Wollongong 
Wolves. 

Prior to joining the Kiwi 
Club, Osman played with the 
Eastem Pride. 


Friday night. 


at the Hindmarsh Stadium 
against the Parramatta 


two games and his return to 
fitness is a welcome boost to 
the squad as Stanton will be a 
vital player for the Wolves in 
PNG. 
cece 

HE Wollongong 

Wolves took off for 
their trip te PNG for the 


Levent Osman: Now an ‘NSL Centurion’. 


Kovacevic only joined 
the ‘Black and Whites’ this 
season after having played 
six straight seasons with 
the Melbourne Knights. 


Ante Kovacevic: 150 
games in the NSL. 
ecco 
OLVES midfielder/- 


sweeper Robbie 
Stanton is available for selec- 
tion now he has recovered 
from a niggling groin injury. 
Stanton has missed the last 


Oceania Club Champion- 
ships last Sunday morning. 
The boys met at the 
Fraternity Club at 6:15 am 
and left for the airport at 
6:30am, 

The players and staff of 
the club will be going all 
out to win the tournament 
and if the fans want to send 
their best wishes then the 
boys will be staying at THE 
ISLANDER TRAVE- 


“Ron Corry: Wollongong 
Wolves’ Head Coach. 


Robbie Stanton: Wollongong’s utility defender. 


LODGE, PORT MORES- 
BY. 

The hotel fax number is 
O11 675 325 0837. The play- 
ers and coaching staff 
would like to thank the fans 
for their support this sea- 
son and hope to return 
from PNG as Oceania club 
champions! 

ecco 
OALS continue to 
move towards record 
high levels in the 2000-01 
NSL season. 

At the completion of 
round twelve last weekend, 
250 goals had been scored in 
the 84 NSL games played so 
far. 

This equates to an average 
of 2.98 goals per game — up 
4.2 per cent on last season’s 
figure of 2.86 goals per 
game. 

In fact, if goals continue to 
be scored at the current rate 
until the end of the season, 
then the 2000-01 season 
average will have been bet- 
tered only once before in the 
25 year history of the NSL. 


The season with the most 
goals scored per game was 
the 1996-97 season, when an 
average of 3.16 goals were 
scored in each game. 

Highest goals per game, 


by season: 
Rank/Season Average 
goals per game 
1. 1996-97 3.16 
2. 2000-01 2.98 
(after round 12) 
3. 1978 2.92 
4, 1982 2:92 
5. 1995-96 291 


(Goals scored in finals 
matches excluded) 

‘The lowest goals per game 
average in an NSL season 
was 2.31, set in the 1991-92 
season, 

eece 


abriel Mendez made 
his long awaited come- 


back last Friday night for © 


the Northern Spirit in the 
match against the 


Canberra Cosmos. 

However the Spirit still 
lost the match, going down 
0-2 to the boys from the 
National Capital. 


Gabriel (Chi Chi) 
Mendez: The Spirits’ 
playmaker, 


Mendez played well and 
did add some flair to the 
Spirit side. 

“Having Chi Chi 
(Mendez) back is a big 
boost for us,” said Spirit 
Coach Graham Arnold, 

“We missed his creativi- 
ty in attack, When he is out 
on the field he makes things 
happen and gives us the 
thrust we have been miss- 
ing in and around the 
penalty box.” 

eeee 

‘ORTHERN SPIRIT 

Simon Catanzaro has 
been ~ selected in the 
Australian U20 squad for the 
two matches against the 
Rangers Youth Team. They 
will be played in Canberra 
on January 9 and at North 
Sydney Oval on January 16. 

The round 14 match 
between Northern Spirit and 
Wollongong next Saturday, 
has been postponed due to 
Wollongong’s involvement 
in the World Club 


nea 
Rese, 


CZ 


Championships qualifiers. 

Northern Spirit plays the 
Rangers youth team at North 
Sydney Oval on Saturday, 
January 13, Kick off is at 
Spm, 


1e 
GAME to honour Dr 
Charles Perkins, a 
great supporter and 
ambassador of Australian 
soccer, was announced last 
week. 

Dr Perkins died last 
October 18 after several 
months of illness. He was 
64. 

The game is to honour 
and commemorate the 
Aboriginal activist whose 
other passion in life was 
soccer, 

The game was play last 
Sunday at Knights 
Stadium, the home of the 
Melbourne Knights. 

It comprised two 
Victorian-based teams: 

St Albans Saints (VPL 
club) 

Melbourne Knights 
(National Soccer League 
Club) 

ecee 
K a ceremony at the 

Sydney Cricket Ground, 
former Socceroo captain and 
SBS soccer analyst Johnny 
‘Warren was inducted into the 
Sydney Cricket Ground and 
Sports Ground Trust inav- 


Simon Catanzaro: 
Northern Spirits’ future 
young international. 


Be iastern suburbs Soccer 
Football Association 


P.O. Box 107 Kingsford, NSW. 2032 


The ESSFA requires the services of an 


office administrator. 


The successful applicant would be work- 
ing closely with the Association Secretary 
in the running of the Association. 


Must be computer literate, team player, 
excellent communicator and be able to 
work flexible hours. 


We envisage 20 to 40 hours per week on 
a casual basis depending on seasonal 


requirements. 


All. enquiries to the Secretary 
Peter Chiarello on 0415 529 152 


Johnny joins 32 other 
sports luminaries including 
Sir Donald Bradman, Betty 
Cuthbert, Sir Nicholas 
Shehadie, Arthur Beetson 
and fellow Australian soccer 
legend Joe Marston. All 
were selected for inclusion in 


gural WALK OF HONOUR. ~ 


The Late Dr Charles Perkins 


the WALK OF HONOUR in 
recognition of their signifi- 
cant contribution to the 
sporting history of the 
Sydney Cricket Ground 
(SCG), The Sydney Football 
Stadium (SFS) and the for- 
mer Sydney Sports Ground. 

The WALK OF HONOUR, 
is situated along the internal 
walkway linking the SCG 
and SFS and will feature a 
series of commemorative 
plaques on small pedestals in 
a garden setting. 

Johnny captained the 
Socceroos for eight years 
(between 1966 and 1972) 
and Jed Australia through 
three World Cup campaigns, 
including a major inyolve- 
ment in the Socceroos’ only 
appearance at the 1974 
World Cup. 

As well as a Bachelor of 
Economics, he holds a FIFA 
Coaching Certificate and is 
soccer's representative in the 


NSW Sporting Hall of Fame, 
In 1973, he became the first 
soccer identity to be present- 
ed with an MBE and in 1988 
he was one of 200 sports 
stars to be inducted into the 
Australian Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

He is also an inaugural 
inductee into the Soccer 
Australia Hall of Fame, and 
just last year received an 
Australian Sports Medal 
from the Federal 
Government. 

His involvement with SBS 
Television began in 1980, 
He has since called and co- 
commentated several major 
matches including 
Australia's World Cup cam- 
paigns, the network’s tele- 
casts of the 1990, 1994 and 
1998 World Cups, the 
European Championships 
and Cup Winners Cups and 
World Youth 
Championships. 


Budgewoi Soccer 
Club Ltd 


P.O. Box 59, Budgewoi 2262 


% Applications invited for 
a 7-a-side competition to 
be held on the 27 & 28 


January 


> There is an entry fee 
per team of 10 players 
that goes towards prize- 


money 


2 Teams are able to camp at the 


ground 


> Ground located off Scenic Road in 
Buff Point which is located on the NSW. 


Central Coast. 


® Licensed Club with TAB, Keno and 


Restaurant. 


? Tournament rules and conditions as 
well as an entry form can be obtained 


from the Club. 


Telephone 02 4390 0428, 
(Fax) 02 4399 1359 


Captain. 


Johnny Warren: Former 
Australian World Cup 


He currently co-hosts and 
is a regular panel contributor 
on SBS Television's Toyota 
World Sports and various. 
international soccer specials. 

“Even though this is a per- 
sonal honour, more impor- 
tantly it is recognition for the 
sport, This honour is shared 
with all those people who 
helped me during my many 
years in football,” stated 
Johnny Warren. 

e000 

OE RUSSO, ABSW’s 

journalist who specialis- 
es in Italian Soccer, this 
Sunday will not be on jour- 
nalistic duties. 

Joe will be attending his 
own wedding when he mar- 
ries his sweetheart, Natalie, 

The newly wed couple 


ABSW (#3 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


will fly out on Monday for 
a well earned honeymoon 
at Phucket and Kuala 
Lumpur. 


Joe Musso: ABSW’s 
journo getting married. 


RTS EVENT OF THE 


Organiser FITROY-SERBIA from Melbourne & Minor Sponsors 


BEO EXPORT & BSW Windows 


TEAM OF CHAMPIONS FROM BELGRADE 


1990-91 World European Clubs Champions of the World, 


Rank 11 World Listing All Times 


1990-91 Finalists European Champion Cup, Red Star v Olympic, 
Finalists Red Star v Colo Colo (South America) 
GAMES TO BE PLAYED IN AUSTRALIA: 
SYDNEY: Thursday 18th January. Start 89m 
White Eagles v Red Star (White Eagle Stadium — Bonnyrigg) 
ADELAIDE: Sunday 21st January. Start 7.30pm 


Adelaide City v Red Star (Hindmarsh Stadium) 
PERTH: Sunday 28th January. Start 7.30pm 


State Team v Red Star (Litis Stadium — former Velodrom) 
SYDNEY: Wednesday 31st January. Start 7.30pm 

Marconi v Red Star (Marconi Stadium — Bossley Park) 
MELBOURNE: Monday 5th February. Start 7.30pm . 

pe Gity (Serbia) v Red Star (Olympic Village Stadium) 


TICKET AVAILABLE from TICKETEK SYDNEY 
ADELAIDE VENUE TICKETEK — PERTH RED TICKETS 


GET IN FAST TO RESERVE YOUR TICKE' 


Others Sponsors: 


PARADA International, CABRAMATTA Smash Repair, 
LILY Paper Supply, ATLAS Cleaning Services, 


TWINTEX P/L King Cotton Sales. 


RED STAR PLAYERS ARE IN HIGH. DEMAND: Milan (Italy) is looking for coach Slavoljub Muslin 
and player Goran Drulic. Fiorentina (Italy) for Pjanovic, Valencia (Spain) for Bunjevcevic, Lyon 
(France) for Lalatovic, Bordeaux (France) for Vukomanovic, Schalke 04 (Germany) for Djenic etc. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 0416 039 503, (02) 9602 6999 
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r j “Vhis year’s edition of the Australia 
Cup kicks off this Thursday in 
Coffs Harbour, an intriguing 
match-up between our own Matildas and 
latest sensation France over three match- 
cs 

Despite coming off their seventh placing 
at the Olympic Games, a huge experience 
where Australia narrowly missed out on 
making the medal round and our best ever 
performance at a world event, the Matildas 
face a tough challenge against France. 

‘The first internationals in the new four- 
year phase, the Aussies have a new combi- 
nation including four returning to the fold, 
and three debutante selections. Under 


Interim Coach Adrian Santrac, playing to a 
new style and tactical focus, the Matildas 
have a week to make it all happen, having 
arrived in Coffs last Wednesday 3 January. 
Most of all, this is a golden opportunity 
for the trio of new players hoping to notch up 
their first cap — midfielder Taryn Rockall, 


THIRD AUSTRALIA CUP 
ie Matildas v France 3-Test Series) 


MATCH SCHEDULE 
Thu 17 Janaaty 2001 - 7.00pm 
Coffs Harbour International 
Stadium 


Sun 14 January 2001 - 6.00pm 
Oakes Oval, Lismore 


Wed 17 January 2001 - 7.00pm 
Carrara Sporting Complex. 1 
Goid Coast 
Purchase your tickets on match 
day at the venus 
Adults $6, Child/Cor 
$4, Family (4) $15 


SOCCER WOMAN 


BY JANENE MAR 


O74 GUP USIGLSS OF 


Name 

Guelle BLOUIN 

Sonia BOMPASTOR: 

Natacha BRANDY 

Corinne DIACRE 

Emilie DOS SANTOS: 

Candie HERBERT 

‘Corinne LAGACHE 

Hoda LATTAP 

CBline MARTY 

Sarah M’BAREK 

Stephanie MUGNERET-BEGHE 
Peggy PROVOST 

Aline RIERA 

Angelique ROUJAS 

‘Sandrine ROUQUET 

Sandrine SOUBEYRAND 
Emmanuelle SYKORA 

Sabring VIGUIER 

National Coach : Elisabeth LOISEL 


and strikers April Mann and Justine 
McLaughlin, 

With the Matildas setting out on a whole 
neW course of action, this is their time to 
make their mark. Nevertheless, it will-be a 
thrill to take on France, both for our new and 
older players alike. 

So just how good are France, this team 
rarely before mentioned before these last few 
months, 

France is the buzz team in world football 
at present, emerging from relative obscurity 
to stand proudly on the verge of great things. 

On 1 June 2000, France celebrated the 
beginning of a bright new era, qualifying for 
the 200] UEFA European Championship 
Finals Toumament for the first time, 

They achieved the feat in distinguished 


1408/72 
08/06/80 
1BAGT9 
04/08/74 
‘230U5i 
OMANIT? 
09/12/75 
31/08/78 
300376 
31097 
2203774 
19/09/77 
20/0172 
13/09/74 
13/05/83 
1608/73 
200276 
04/01/81 
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style, winning Group One undefeated, and a 
clear three points ahead of Olympic 2000 
nation Sweden, to advance straight into the 
top eight Finals. 

‘They join Norway, Germany and Russia 
as Group winners, whilst Sweden, Denmark, 
Italy, and England emerged from the play- 
offs to make up the eight to vie for the title 
of European champions in Germany in June- 
July this year. 

‘Although France will be the only country 
never to have played in a World Cup, they 
intend to make the most of their new-found 
Status and continue their rise to the top. 
Suddenly World Cup and Olympic football 
seems much more of a possibility for France, 
the door now wide open for them to go on 
and achieve those dreams. 


Renowned coach Elisabeth Loisel is of 
course using this Australia Cup as a key ele- 
ment in her team’s preparation for the Euro 
Finals. Not only will France have a quality 
opponent in the Matildas, the three-match 
two-rest day format will allow her to repli- 
cate the Finals campaign exactly and test out 
recovery methods, 

Australia and France have never before 
‘met in intemational play, which naturally 


doesn’t make things any easier. It will there- 
fore be a true test of the quality of each team, 
their knowledge of the game, and their abili- 
ty to adjust to new situations. 

‘The Matildas return once more to region- 
al centres which so often in the past have 
brought such a special atmosphere and com- 
munity feel to the event, both from an organ- 
isational point of view-as well as a vocal 
enthusiasticcrowd. 


THE MATILDAS 


DOB 

12/1579 

ITHOSITZ.: 
ate 


Name 

Dianne ALAGICH 
‘Traci BARTLETT 
Sharon BLACK 

Sarah COOPER 

Bryony DUUS 

Alicia FERGUSON 
Alison FORMAN (capt) 
Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI 
April MANN 

Justine MCLAUGHLIN 
Kate McSHEA 

Claire NICHOLS 

Kim REVELL 16/075 
Taryn ROCKALL Way 
Chery! SALISBURY (vic) 08/03/74 
Anisse TANN-DARBY — 10/10/67 
Leanne TRIMBOLI 10/1175 
Sacha WAINWRIGHT — 0602/72 


onion 
SUB) 
17/03/69 
26/07/81 
20478 
0203/84 
13704783 
on/onr7s 


ie 


Debut 
Jal 9S: 
May. ‘91 
‘Oct 91 
ont 91 
Jab 96. 
‘Aug (97 


32 


Jatie Murray (Gseas/NSW) was selected for this Team bat withdrew, and was replaced 


by standby player Keily Goleblowski 


Team Officials: 
Interim National Coach Adrian SANTRAC 
| High Performance Manager Jo SANDERS 


Goalkeeper Couch Jim FRASER 
Mi 


Assistant Coach Jane OAKLEY 
Assistant Manager Lesley MANN 


Physiotherapist Julian RUSSELL-JONES 
y Analyst Karly PUMPA 


ATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


Match Keports page 9 & 11 


ABSW Player of the Year Points 


3- Konstantinou (CC) 
2- Castro (CC) 
1- Bingley (NS) 


3 - Reid (WW) 
2- Marsh (FK) 
1 - Chipperfield (WW) 
3 - Pelosi (AC) 


2- Tunbridge (AC) 
1+ Veart (AC) 


3: Mori (PG) 
2 - Despotovski (PG) 
1- Srhoj (BS) 


NORTHERN SPIRIT V CANBERRA 


ADELAIDE CITY V PARRAMATTA 


PERTH GLORY V BRISBANE 


3 - Bell (EP) 
2-Panopoules (SM) 
1 - Kisnorbo (SM) 


WOLLONGONG V FOOTBALL KINGZ 
MARCONI V NEWCASTLE 


3- McDonald (MS) 
2- Roberts (NU) 


OLYMPIC V SYDNEY UNITED 


3 - Botton (0) 
2-- Halpin (0) 
1 - Pondeljak (SU) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


BYE 


EASTERN PRIDE V SOUTH MELB 


1- A. Thompson (MS) 
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The Progressive player points 
for the 2000/2001 
ABSW Player of the Year 
award will be hidden with the 
winner to be released at 
season’s end. 


ABsw (§} 


Strikers Confident Over Dalzall Incident 


By Glenn Davies 


risbane Strikers were 
Bee its football 
manager Ian  Dalzell 
would be cleared of any wrong 
doing following a sideline inci- 
dent involving Adelaide City 
skipper Aurelio Vidmar in their 
recent Suncorp Stadium clash. 
The Strikers won a_ bitter 
encounter 6-2 which saw rookie 
national league referee John 
Peacock march two players, Jade 
North (Strikers) and Nathan Day 
(Adelaide) late in the game. 
Dalzell and Vidmar have been 
asked by Soccer Australia to show 


POSITION VACANT 


lowing areas: 


* INTERNET 


your résumé to: 
ABSW 
PO Box 155 


* COMPUTERS 


cause why they should not face 
disciplinary action following the 
teferee’s report. 

Dalzell and Vidmar had until 
last Monday to table their version 
of events, but Strikers secretary 
Ray Evans had no doubt his offi- 
cial would be cleared, 

“Tan Dalzell is a completely 
innocent party,” Evans said. “Tan 
was going to kick the ball to the 
player (Vidmar) but when he saw 
the player rush to the ball he 
pulled back. 

The player then shoved Ian first 
before picking up the ball.” 
Adelaide president Bob D’Ottavi 
alleged Dalzell pushed the ball 


The Australian and British Soccer Weekly, Australia’s longest run- 
ning and most successful Soccer publication, is looking for an enthu- 
siastic trainee journalist- based in Sydney- to compliment our team. 

The succesful applicant must have a good knowledge in the fol- 


* WRITING SKILLS 
* SUB EDITING 


If you think you have what it takes, send 


Marrickville NSW 1475 


or Email 


soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
soccer@foreignianguage.com.au 


3RD in the UEFA CUP 2000 

FINALIST in the MACEDONIAN CUP 1997 
QTR FINALIST in the YUGOSLAV Cup 1984 
WINNER of the BALKAN CUP 1983 


One of the most popular and entertaining teams in Macedonia is 


currently touring Australia for the very first time 


4th January - 25th January 2001 


The tour includes games with leading NSL clubs: 


Marconi Stallions 
Sydney Olympic 
Melbourne Knights 


There will also be special games with the Macedonian All Stars in 


Sydney, Melbourne and Wollongong. 


In its 55 year history Pelister has produced world class players: 
Kanatlarovski D - Vardar Skopje, Red Star Belgrade, Deportivo la Coruna Spain, 


and is the current Macedonian national team coach. 
Kitanovski B - Radnicki Nis, Seville Spain 
Savevski T - Vardar Skopje, AEK Athens 


from Vidmar when the former 
Socceroo was attempting to take a 
throw-in near the Strikers’ bench, 
Strikers coach John Kosmina 
was reluctant to commeat on 
the incident but felt 
Dalzell had done 
nothing wrong, 
Brazilian strik- 
er Femando Rech 
was the siar of the 
match bagging his first 
national league hat- 3 
trick to reinforce 
Kosmina’s claims he’s one of the 
best imports ever to visit this 
country. Kosmina made the state- 
ment a few weeks back but his 


Kosmina. 


judgement was greeted then with 
some scepticism, 
However, any detractors 

Fernando had are 

quickly disappear- 
ing following 
the hattrick 
} and a recent 
gdouble in a 2- 
™ all draw with 
Eastem Pride, 
“T've no doubts he’s one of the 
best imports to come to this coun- 
try ina long time,” Kosmina said. 

“He’s only just starting to find 
his feet and settle in and he’s get- 
ting better with every game.” 

While Kosmina is elated with 


Kossie Says 
jallymore is OK 


Fe Australian World Cup captain and 


” said 


“Suncorp Stadium is a great 
venue for a 40,000 crowd at 
every game, but it is far too big 
for what we need. Ballymore 
will be ideal. It has got better 
facilities and atmosphere, and 
more parking for spectators,’ 
Kosmina ended. 


John Kosmina: 
Brisbane Coach. 


Fernando's striking form, his 
excitement has been tempered by a 
Serious knee injury to fellow strik- 
er Paul Foster. 

Foster limped off with a knee 
injury against Adelaide City but a 
later diagnosis revealed cruciate 
ligament damage which required 
surgery. Kosmina has the luxury of 
the gifted Peter Grierson and sev- 
eral other backups more than capa- 
ble of replacing Foster. 

Foster joins former skipper 
Glenn Gwynne who has been 
watching from the sidelines after a 
knee reconstruction ruled him out 
from the start of the season. 

Aurelio Vidmar: Adelaide 
City’s Captain. 


ALEMANNIA RICHMOND 


SOCCER CLUB INC. 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 


ER. Smith Drive, Richmond VIC 3121 


Looking for Players 
and Members 


coach of Brisbane Strikers, John Kosmina, 
expressed his satisfac- 
tion about his side’s shift 
from Suncorp Stadium to 
the home of Queensland 
rugby, Ballymore. 
“Tt think the move to 
Ballymore will help us,” 


To help them back to 
First Division. 


Michael Lynn as Coach, 


Helmut Kalitzki is back as 
Manager. 


CONTACT HELMUT: 
Tel: (03) 9592 6898 
Mob: 0418 549 442 


Proudly Dresents: 


3 
a Marconi Stallions v FC Pelister 


Marconi Stadium 


[Gane aa | 


7.30pm 


Rockdale Ilinden Suns v FC Pelister 


Macedonia Sports Centre 


[January 76 | 


6.30pm 


Sydney Olympic v FC Pelister 


Marconi Stadium 


[january 75] 


7.30pm 


Micevski T - Borusia Bellefield 

Nastevski Z - Vardar Skopje, Marconi Sydney, Australian Socceroos. 

And 3 current national team stars: 

Stojkovski, Saveski & Siveski 

EC. Pelister has strong support in Australia with 75% of the 
600,000 strong Macedonian community from the Bitola region. 

Games will be aired on SBS TV, Channel 31, and Macedonian 

PAY-TV with comprehensive coverage on Macedonian national 
broadcasters. Local radio stations and newspapers will also advertise 
the event. 


Preston Macedonia v FC Pelister 


Preston BES EL 


6.30pm 


Melbourne Knights v FC Pelister 


Knights Stadium Sunshine 


6.00pm 
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HINDMARSH TO 
DIVERSIFY 


indmarsh Stadium, Australia’s only 

-Luilt soccer facility, soon will 

stage international concerts, as well as 

National Soccer League and local football 
matches, 

At press time, the South Australian 
Government was close to rubber-stamping a 
deal to take over the management of the $32 
million redeveloped stadium from the 
South Australian Soccer Federation. 

Negotiations over a lengthy period have 
resulted in the Government agreeing to 
underwrite a $6.1 million loan taken out by 
the SASF in 1996, 

‘The original plan was for the federation 
to repay the debt through a levy charged on 
admission tickets. 

But the demise of the Adelaide Sharks 
and the national rugby league club, the 
Adelaide Rams, caused a drastic downturn 
in the future viability aspects of the stadi- 
um. 


There is a strong possibility that the man- 
agement of the stadium could be handed to 
the Entertainment Centre management 
team, but that has yet to be ratified, 

According to State .Government 
spokesman Peter Lang, approval has been 
reached to stage up to three concerts a year, 
starting with legendary US rockers Kiss 
pencilled in to perform on April 1. 

Lang was reported as saying that the 
Government's aim is to tum Hindmarsh 
Stadium into a profitable multi-purpose 
facility. 

“Soccer will be the core purpose because 
that's what the stadium was built for, but 
concerts would be held.”” 

SASF general manager Tony Farrugia 
said his federation was guaranteed use of 
the stadium for 30 matches during the sea- 
son. 

“That figure does not include NSL 
games, international matches or special 
matches like the proposed game between 
Adelaide City Force and Red Star,” 


Famugia said. 


“We are currently investigating various 
methods of covering the pitch with protec- 
tive materials to avoid damage to the play- 
ing surface. 

“When the Government loan was taken 
‘out, we had two NSL teams and the 
Adelaide Rams using the stadium, “Nobody 
could have foreseen that two of those teams 
would fold and leave us in trouble.” 

The only concer previously held at 


Hindmarsh Stadium was in 1995 when the 
Eagles performed before a 15,000 crowd, 
most of whom were seated on the playing 
area, 

That was before the redevelopment of 
the stadium into a 15,000 all-seater facility. 


ABSENT FRIENDS 
upporters hate them, players and coach- 
es despise them and so do club manage- 

ment and sponsors. 

All of the above agree that one of the 
most disruptive elements to any clubs’ 
championship aspirations is to have sched- 
uled games postponed due to circumstances 
beyond their control. 

In the past, Adelaide City Force has had 
it happen more times than the club cares to 
recall and history is about to repeat itself. 

When the curtain came down on City’s 
round 13 NSL clash with Parramatta Power 


on Friday night it signaled the end of — 


national league competition at Hindmarsh 
Stadium for a staggering four weeks, 

City’s next scheduled home fixture was 
to have been against league champions 
Wollongong Wolves on Friday, January 19, 
but that game has been postponed due to the 
Wolves participation in the Oceania 
Football Confederation’s-qualification tour- 
nament at Port Moresby. 

‘With away matches against Canberra 
Cosmos and South Melbourne jammed 
between the rescheduled Wolves fixture, 
Adelaide City will not have the chance to 


~ al squad during World Cup qualification 


OFF THE CROSSBAR 


parade in front of its home faithful until it 
tackles Sydney Olympic on Friday, 
February 9. 

OF its ensuing final 12 minor round 
games, City has eight away fixtures as it 
pays the penalty of having been granted five 
of its opening seven games at home, 

Worse could follow for the Force if more 
than three of their talented band of 
teenagers are chosen in the Under 20 
Socceroos for the Oceania qualifiers this 
month, 

Lucas Pantelis, Ivan Karlovic, Scott 
Tunbridge, Aaron Goulding, Mario 
Karlovic and Louis Brain (if recovered 
from injury) are candidates for Ange 
Postecoglou’s final squad, 

City coach Zoran Matic is resigned to 
losing some players, but hoped that Soccer 
Australia would limit selections to the qual- 
ifying games and not call them up for an 
unrealistic number of training camps and 
unimportant friendly games. 

Matic speaks from experience, having, 
during the height of a league season, sacri- 
ficed up to six senior players to the nation- 


said.” 


years. 

Invoking the national selection ruling 
and calling for postponements only com- 
pounds the problem as the club is then faced 
with a pileup of fixtures that results in mid- 
week games and a sapping twice weekly 
rescheduling program. 


THAT’S CONFIDENCE! 
delaide businessman Con Makris canit 

.be accused of being a shrinking violet. 

On hearing the news that his South Coast 
Eagles application for NSL admission had 
been belatedly accepted due to a postal 
delay, spoke his mind in forthright fashion. 
“We did the best submission they have 
probably had for the past 20 years. “If they 
let the South Coast Eagles out, they may as 
well throw all the other teams out because 
we have the strongest submission, Makris 


However, the odds appear to be in fayour 
of the 12 survivors of the existing clubs, 
rather than the four new applicants — 
Brisbane Lions, Freemantle City, Western 
Lightning and South Coast Eagles. 

NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz 
spelled it out with this chilling waming fi 
“The four new applicants will not be con- 
sidered unless there is a vacancy in the 
restructured 2001-2002 competition, that is, 
if we cannot achieve 12 teams from the 
existing clubs.” 


By Otto Bador 


olves tackle the unknown: — On the weekend the 

National League champions flew out to Port 
Moresby, PNG, a venue considered plainly dangerous by + 
most overseas visitors. 

One hopes the organisation for the FIFA World Club 
qualification matches — seven games in 13 days — goes 
ahead without any nasty surprises. Millions of dollars are 
at stake for the winner on the way to Spain in August for 
the FIFA World Cup Championship. 

Naturally the Wolves’ coach, Ronnie Corry, is most 
concemed with the unstable political situation in PNG. 
As well, it’s been reported that the playing surfaces are 
poor, there’s suffocating heat and the quality of referees 
is unknown, Anything can happen. It will be a real test 
of character for the 22 Wolves’ squad selected. 

The Wlawarra Soccer fraternity wishes the team 
success all the way. 

a 


obbie Stanton — The for- 

mer Youth international and 
Most consistent sweeper last se4~ 
son, is battling injury to regain 
his place in the starting line-up. 
Stanton faces an uphill battle tp 
Tecover in time for the Papus 
New Guinea tournament which 
kicks off today, (Tuesday January 
9th), ending with the final on 
Monday, January 22nd. 

The very experienced Stanton, 
played 38 games last season without suspen- 
sion or niggling injury. A remarkable feat, and 
now he hopes to play a major part in the Wolves” 
struggle to reach the ultimate goal, the Club 
Championship Finals in Spain. 

EanE 

hippers Going Well — Scott Chipperfield who 

scored a hat-trick against the Eastern Pride recently, 
should have hit the net several more times by his own 
admission. The chances were created but not utilised, 
“Chipps’ is now chasing a possible second major 
National Soccer League award and has joined the 
League’s leading goalscoring ranks. 

He fully realises that the competition is fierce this sea 
son with top strikers like Damian Mori from Perth Glory, 
Ben Burgess from Northern Spirit, Andy Vlahos from 
South Melbourne and Joe Miller from Parramatta Power 
all going well ard firing in each match, 

SHEE 


‘olves Cubs — The Youth team won 3-] against 
Newcastle Colts at WIN Stadium. Not as easy as 
the score may suggest. Goals came from Daniel 
Aldridge, Liam Austim and Andrew Smith. 

‘The opposition pressured the home team into errors 
and despite a dominant performance by the Wolves 
youngsters, the side could have done better, 

Many passes and possession were squandered. Coach 
Eddie Tesoro was expected to shake up the boys at the 
next training session. 

The team can play much better with proper focus 
maintained. 

While the senior team is away in PNG, the Youth team 
will continue business as usual. The coach is resigned to 
lose key players like Daniel Aldridge and Andrew Smith 
to the Seniors. However he will be able to use Over-Age 
players such as the recently signed Robbie Middleby and 
Max Nicholson. Both are not eligible for the tournament 

in PNG. 

Talented goalie, Steve Angelov, will 

take over in goals. These experi- 
enced players will support the 
youngster to achieve a top spot on 
the competition table. At present 
they are in fifth position, 

Games to come are tough such 

as against the NSW Institute, 

Northern Spirit and league 

leaders, the Australian Institute 

of Sport in Canberra. 
Coach Eddie Tesoro is happy with 
the-solid performances from striker, 
Leighal Dellis, and in defence from 
Harvey Rodrig 
a 


warra Soccer — The 29 member clubs of the 

Hlawarrs Soccer Association are commencing their 

preparations these coming weeks with twice weekly, or 
more, training sessions scheduled. . 

The Premier League teams have a tough-task ahead 
with competition being really tight. The clubs are 
Balgownie Rangers, playing at Judy Masters Oval, with 
coach Jock Morlando, ably supported by the powerful 
Fraternity Club, are expected to mix it with the top sides. 

Bulli, playing at Balls Paddock with new coach Bruce 
Tilt, needs to regroup to do better than last season. 
Coniston Lions, playing at JJ. Kelly Park, (coach 
Wolfgang Makowski and supported by the Steelers 
Club), will be a force to be reckoned with. 

Cringila Lions, playing at Crehan Park, (a nice ground 
still being improved with a 2000 seater grand stand), is 
coached by Rade Stefanovski. 
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Kemblawarra, playing at Butler Memorial Park, sup- 
ported by the Portuguese Sports and Social Club, and 
coached by former English professional John Fleming, 
are rebuilding after a few key players left, but still will be 


a strong contender, 


going tough, 


Lysaghts, playing a Figtree Recreation Centre and 
coached by Warwick Young, are always competitive but 
could be ‘struggling this year with several players gone. 
Northem United, playing at Memorial Park Corrimal, 
and coached by newcomer, Ian Cirson, after a walkout of 
regulars, might be looking at a rocky road ahead of them, 

Port Kembla, playing at Wetherall Park, Primbee, and 
coached for the seventh season by former Australian 
World Cup striker, Adrian Alston, will be strongly chal- 
Jenging once again for the championship plus other hon- 
ours. Shoalhaven City, playing at Ison Park, South 
Nowra, and a coach still to be named, might find the 


Adrian Alston: Port Kembla’s coach for 
seventh season. 


It could be a battle to survive at first look at the club. 
‘Western Suburbs, playing at Graham Park, and coached 
by Larry Gaffney, a former great and consistent NSL 
player, will be backed by the huge Western Suburbs 
Leagues Club. they could be one of the front runners, 

Wollongong Olympic, playing at No.2 Brandon Park, 
and coach by John Frew for the second year, are support- 
ed by the Hellenic club, and will be expected to throw out 
a strong challenge for the top position this year, 

Picton Rangers, p! at Hume Oval, and coached 
by Greg Goodfellow, is a newly promoted side. 

Enea 
Division — The 17 clubs will all be flat out bat- 
ting 1 do well. Albion Park with coach Peter Willis 

I be aiming for a top spot. 

Bellambi with coach Bamey King, promise much but 
still to deliver Berkeley with coach Mark Gallagher, an 
unknown quantity, Dapto with well known coach Chris 
Dunleavy taking over this year, could surprise a few 
teams. 

Femhill with new coach Yan Funnell, needs to rebuild, 
hoping for a good season. Helensburgh Thistle with new 
coach Joe Breic, and relegated from the top league, will 
have to find new spirit to regain top honours. 

Highlands United, with coach Brian Hollywood, will 
compete hard as always. Illawarra United with coach 
Cane Despotovski, is a very new side formed. It’s hard to 
see them threatening the leading sides. Kiama with coach 
Brod Crighton, is a most promising side with much 
potential which eventually must surface. 

Ruse Soccer Club, with a coach still to be named, is a 
new side coming into Illawarra, and has to be checked 
out, Shellharbour City with new coach Rodney Haggerty, 
is making an all out effort to compete successfully, 

Barbarians, with new coach Roberto Hernandez, is 
collecting talented players and could do well, South 
Coast United with coach Eric Thompson, will compete 
well they’ve shown in previous seasons. 

‘Tarrawanna, coached by David Naylor, and relegated 
from the top league, will be trying to redeem themselves. 
University of Wollongong with coach Daniel 
McGoldrick, will be competitive as shown in the past. 

Warilla Wanderers, coached by Billy Kyriakidis, need 
to go out to find experienced players to support the young 
talent coming up through the juniors. Woonona, with a 
coach still to be named, could struggle having lost sever- 
al key personnel. me 

‘The Association's Annual General Meeting with the 
election of office bearers, has been set down for Sunday, 
February 4, to be held at the Corrimal Leagues Club, 


aN 


wy 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 


By John Eonomor 


Franco Parisi and Damon Collina, 

lifted the home side to a 3-1 win 
over a most stubborn Sydney United last 
Sunday night at the Belmore Sports 
Ground to cement Sydney Olympic into 
joint third spot on the League ladder, 

In the fast 20 odd minutes, both Olympic 
ball-playing strikers, Pablo Cardozo and 
Nicky Carle, were tiring in the legs. Both 
were replaced by midfielders, (but in the 
strike-line), by Franco Parisi and Damon 
Collina. 

Either by design or co-incidence, both 
substitutes ultimately scored very late goals 
to lift Olympic to victory, both proving 
heroic as their goals were vitally needed to 
grab all three precious League points. 

Sydney United’s defensive concentration 
totally collapsed over the last few minutes 
of the match that led to absolute disaster for 
the previously defiant visitors. 

With a minute left from the bell, Colina 
belted into the target from 10 metres 
Olympic’s second goal, following a fabu- 
lous ball fed through by midfielder Troy 
Halpin that split the entire United defence. 

Two minutes into stoppage time it was 
Parisi’s tum to be hero. Latching onto a 
through ball fired into United's box, the lit- 
tle teenager, (but with ice-cool composure), 
neatly placed a right footed low shot past 
the now stranded United goalie, Steve 
Tolios and into the target. This goal cement- 


Te: very late goals by substitutes 


The fresh-legged Parisi almost had 
another seven minutes earlier when in the 
85th minute Collina played a one-two with 
Wilson. The ball spilled to the small teenag- 
er, but Parisi’s shot from point-blank range 
was orilliantly blocked by the fully 
stretched Steve Tolios. 

Despite a huge slice of possession, it was 
Olympic that trailed 0-1 at halftime and 
only a cracking header in the 69th minute 
from the technical left midfielder Elias 
Augerinos, levelled the scoreline that got 
the frustrated Olympic out of jail. 

A long ball by Olympic’s visionary mid- 
fielder Troy Halpin, was sprayed out wide 
to right wingback, Lindsay Wilson. The 
wily Wilson whipped back infield’ power- 
ful and well directed cross, allowing the 
alert Augerinos to swoop in, crack a bullet 
header into the target, and ‘balance the 
books’. 

Striker Nick Carle threatened when he 
set up midfielder Greg Owens for a short 
snap shot at United’s target in the 38th 
minute. But the former Novocastrian’s 
effort zipped straight into the grateful 
gloves of United's well positioned goalie, 
Tolios, 

Four minutes from the break, ironically it 
was United that opened the scoring. 

Right _flank-speedster, Tommy 
Pondeljak, blasted from the right which saw 
Olympic’s goalie Clint Bolton only parry 
the hot missile. In a flash, United's experi- 
enced striker Zlatko Arambasic, moved in 
to slam the rebound into the target and leave 
Olympic absolutely shell-shocked. 

Olympic could only blame themselves 
for going in at halftime trailing by a goal. 

Despite having at least a 70% territorial 


ness and failed to capitalise on their glut of 
possession for just over the first hour. 

Tt could have been much worse for 
Olympic, as five minutes after ‘drinks’, 
Sydney United’s central marker Danny 
Burt, from close-range, powered a header 
well on target. But again Olympic’s goalie 
Bolton parried the danger for his defender 
to finally clear well out of the box, 

Olympic’s stylish striker Pablo Cardozo, 
after just seven minutes, let fly from 20 
metres a flat drive that flashed on the wrong 


ELIAS AUGERINOS: Olympic's left 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


side of the right upright, whilst four minutes 
later United’s lanky striker Arambasic, find- 
ing himself in a one-on-one situation with 
goalie, Bolton, saw the latter solidly block 
the danger. 

Olympic for almost the entire first ses- 
sion, pounded United’s back-four of Kain 
Rastall, Denny Burt, Richard Plesa and Ray 
Younis. Foolishly they did so by electing to 
blast at the target from well outside the box, 
instead of maximising the super skills of 
ball players such as Carle and Cardozo to 
penetrate into the area. 

Olympic's reliable skipper and towering 
sweeper Ante Juric, pushed forward into the 
midfield in the second half to iill the role of 
*screener’ in front of his twin central mark- 
ers, Scott Baillie and Sebastian Sinozic, 
This tactical switch stiffened Olympic’s 
defence in the centre-line, freeing the rest to 
adventurously crusade even further upfield, 

Best performers for Olympic were super 
goalie Clint Bolton, imaginative midfield 
playmaker Troy Halpin, attacking left mid- 
fielder Elias Augerinos and captain Juric, 
whilst for United, their best came from 
attacking right flanker Tommy Pondeljak, 
goalie Steve Tolios and lanky ball-playing 
striker Arambasic. 

After. the match Olympic’s relieved 
coach Branko Culina, stated: “We didn’t 
play that well and one of our best players 
like Troy Halpin hasn't trained for three 
weeks properly, but we know when we play 
badly but can come back and still win. We 
haven't played that well over the last three 
weeks, conceding sofi goals. Until they, 
(United), scored , | thought we were on top. 
Carle (nick) and Owens (Greg) our going 
into the National Youth training camp this 


ABSW (&} 


CLINT BOLTON: Kept Olympic in 
the game 


Postecoglou would be releasing them back 
to us for the next game.” 

In contrast, United’s always aggressively 
competitive coach, as he was a player, Alan 
Hunter, stated: “ It was a game I thought we 
controlled. Their keeper Bolton (Clint), kept 
them in the game as he is a great keeper, in 
fact the best in the country. Ziatko 
(Arambasic) and Francis (Awaritefe) were 
best in the air. 

“They (Olympic), deserved the three 
peints and f'm not too disheartened as we 
played good football and the passion is back 
at Sydney United, We have tumed the cor- 
fer and can give it out. Today we gave it to 
Olympic but didn’t get what we deserved,” 


ed the business for Olympic for the evening. 


ADELAIDE CITY 3 
PARRAMATTA POWER O 


By ise, 


delaide City staged a stirring second 

half revival to scuttle Parramatta 3-0 

and bring the Power's five game win- 
ning sequence to a shuddering end. 

Parramatta captain Alex Tobin looked set for a 
triumphant homecoming when his new team led 
his former sid2 a merry first half dance during the 
first 45 minutes. 

But, the Power failed to capitalise on their 
supremacy, although there was a strong case to 


advantage, the home side lacked inventiye- 


suggest that a fifth minute shot from Joe Miller 
had crossed the goalline before City defender 
Gianluca Lagati made a desperate clearance. 

A few subtle half time tactical adjustments and 
the desire not to repeat the humiliation of the pre- 
vious week’s 2-6 thrashing at the hands of 
Brisbane Strikers, brought a revitalised City into 
the second half fray. 

The spectators could be forgiven for believing 
that the teams had swapped shirts at the break as 
the home side assumed command through the 
artistry of Claudio Pelosi and the persistently 
fluid movement of young Scott Tunbridge, Carl 
Veart, Aurelio Vidmar and Brad Hassell, who was 
making his 200th appearance for the Force. 

When Parramatta threatened, City goalkeeper 
Adrian Cagalj was unerring in his judgement of 

crosses and his superb posi- 
tioning. 
The Force broke through in 
the 57th minute as Pelosi 
and Tunbridge combined for 
the latter to find Vidmar, 
whose delicate header 
flashed past Andrew Crews 
in the Power goal. 
Tunbridge was again the 
provider in the 78th minute 
with an unselfish release for 
Veart to tap in an easy goal. 
Vice-captain Veart iced the 
victory cake with his second 
goal three minutes from full 
time as he neatly turned an 
opponent before rifling a 
drive home from just outside 
the box. 
Record breaker Tobin, hero 
of many Adelaide City wins, 
left Hindmarsh Stadium a 
loser this time, as did 
Parramatta coach David 
Mitchell, who made his NSL 
debut with City when he was 
a strapping teenager. 


Carl Veart: Two goal hero for Adelaide City. 


midfielder gets his side out of jail. 


week, bul think 


MARCONI STALLIONS 2 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 2 


By Joe Russo 


marked -his Marconi debut with a goal - but it 
wasn’t enough to give his ieam all three 
points. 

The 2-2 final score was a fair result for both teams 
in a game that could have gone either way, although 
both coaches can be justifiably disappointed at not tak- 
ing the three points on offer, as both sides had their fair 
chances at winning. 

“We were very unlucky not to win the game,” stated 
Marconi coach, Eddie Krncevic. 

“The last ten minutes are very crucial. It happened to 
us on two previous occasions, against Sydney Olympic 
and Wollongong Wolves,” he stated, in reference to 
conceding the equalising goal right at the end of the 

game. 

Newcastle's coach, Lee Sterrey, was equally disap- 


Frm Carlton star Archie Thompson 


Archie Thompson - Former Cariton star 
scored on Marconi debut 


that coach Angie 


ended Hunter. 


ANDY ROBERTS: Newcastle's ‘Policeman.’ 


pointed that his side failed to take all three points, 

“We had our chances when one goal up and we 
should have been two goals up at the other end of the 
field,” he said, 

“Marconi’s first goal was just ludicrous defending 
from us and at the end of the day it was Dodd who 
showed great character and we got out of jail,” he con- 
cluded. 

Marconi-appeared destined for maximum points 


~ ‘when Darren McDonald, in the 79th minute, scored a 


great goal from just outside the penalty box. With 
defenders closing in on him, he tumed superbly and in 
‘one swift motion, sent the ball into the bottom comer 
of Bob Catlin’s net. 

Newcastle opened the scoring in the first half when 
Buddy Farah, under pressure from Newcastle's Fijian 
international, Esala Masi, placed the ball in the back of 
his own net in the 15th minute. 

Anthony Magnacca had (wo clear chances for the 
visitors in the 16th and 36th minutes, but it was 
Marconi who equalised in the 59th minute, 

Thompson cleaned up after a Newcastle defender 
failed to clear the ball and the scores were even, giving 
him the perfect start to life with his new club: 

McDonald then gave the Stallions the lead. but 
Newcastle scored the equalising goal in the 90th 
minute. Travis Dodd's low cross found John 
Buonavoglia ready to score from close range and the 2- 
2 final scoreline was a more accurate reflection of the 
game. 
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By 


(Wollongong Striker) 
(Also The Club’s 
Media Officer) 


t appears that the 

Wolves have been 

included in the tougher 
half, with teams from Fiji, 
New Zealand and hosts 
PNG. These teams are con- 
sidered as the Wolves’ most 
difficult games, but never- 
theless Wollongong are still 
heavy favourites to proceed 
to the semi-finals where the 
top two teams from each 
Group qualify to the 
knock-out stage of the com- 
petition. 

Although the pre-tourna- 
ment favourites are the 
Wolves and probably rightly 
so, there are a number of fac- 
tors that level the playing 
field, if you will pardon the 
pun. 

Firstly the climatic factor 
favours the t from the 
tegion, (PNG has a tropical 
humid climate)! so you 


would think that would force 
the Wolves to change from 
their normal fast paced 


Ron Corry: Wolves’ 
Coach. 


counter-attacking game, 

Secondly, every game in 
the competition will be 
played at the same venue, on 
a field that is already sub- 
standard to any current NSL 
playing surface. 

And thirdly, if the Wolves 
do get through to the Final, 
they will have played an 


Matt Horsiey: Wolves’ captain in a shoulder sharge 
with an opponent. 


astronomical seven games in 
the space of just fourteen 
days. 

Tt goes without saying, 
that the fatigue factor could 
yet play a decisive role in 
deciding who the next cham- 
pion of Oceania will be. 

The Wollongong players, 
despite all this, are confident 
of success and know what 
the financial windfall qualifi- 
cation for Spain entails for 
the club and will play 
accordingly. 

The one thing that the 
Wolves’ players know how 
to do at the moment, is win 
matches, and they are just 
seven games away from 
adding a new Chapter to the 
fairytale that is the 


Rest cn 


n December 29 the 

final nail was ham- 

mered into the NSL, 
coffin of the Newcastle 
Breakers. 

Applications from the 15 
existing NSL clubs were sub- 
mitted to Soccer Australia 
with three new entities apply- 
ing for inclusion and one late 
bid accepted, due to being 
sent by registered mail on 
December 22, but no applica- 
tion from the Breakers was 
received. 

Owner David Hall had 


been reported in the local 
press as being confident_of 
meeting all the criteria for 
inclusion in the revamped 
NSL. But he didn’t apply — 
or was it that he didn’t have 
the cash to pay the application 
fee? 

The ‘Breakaway League’ 
didn’t include the Breakers 
and their thoughts of playing 
in the NSW State League or 
anywhere in Northern NSW 
are beyond comprehension. 

To play out of Breakers 
Stadium, which is within the 


boundaries of the Northem 


NSW Soccer Federation, the 


Wollongong Wolves. 

As everyone connected 
with domestic Australian 
Soccer knows, the Wolves’ 
route to the FIFA World Club 
Championship began on June 
11th, 2000, when in the most 
dramatic NSL Grand Final 
ever witnessed, Wollongong 
took out the NSL 
Championship in an amazing 
penalty shoot out against the 
highly fancied Perth Glory. 

After some initial confu- 
sion, the Wolves were even- 
tually rewarded by becoming 
Australia’s sole representa- 
tive in the Oceania Club 
Championships, even though 
South Melbourne made a late 
claim to be included, as they 
are current © Oceania 


Breakers will need to be affil- 
iated with the federation, 

A scenario highly unlikely 
given the contempt that Hall 
and his associates showed the 
federation and his lack of 
ability to pay his debts. The 
local business community is 
still bleeding from the 
Breakers debt ridden season, 

The four new entities 
applying for inclusion in the 
NSL are Brisbane Lions 
(Queensland), Fremantle City 
(Western Australia), Western 
Lightning (Westem Australia) 
and South Coast Eagles 
(Adelaide), 
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Champions, but were 
Tefused. 
Whist all this was happen- 


ing, there were some major 
intemal upbeavals at the 
Wolves. 

First of all a new chair- 
man, (Joe Cacchia), was 


Wile, and after protracted 


contract negotiations, 
Championship winning 
coach Nick Theo- 
dorakopoulos left the club. 
On the playing staff, no 
fewer than six members of 
the League Championship 
squad left, (Les Pogliacomi, 
Noel Spencer, Esala Masi, 
Mark Robertson, —_ Neil 
Harlock and Peter Lahanas) 
and time was very short for 
incoming coach Ron Corry 
to adequately replace them. 
Tt is only now, (early 
January), that the Wolves 
squad has been adequately 
beefed up. In the meantime 
this small, but very close 


“The delay quite clearly 
was not the fault of the South 
Coast Eagles and therefore 
they should not be penalised,” 
Mr Kamasz, said in a state- 
ment Tate last week on the 
South Coast Eagles applica- 
tion. 

“Tt needs to be pointed out, 


GROUP A 


Foodtown Warriors (Fiji) 
Napier City Rovers (New Zealand) 


Unitech FC (PNG) 


Laugu Utd FC (Solomon Is) 


Lotoha’apai FC (Tonga) 


GROUP B 


vs FOODTOWN WARRIORS (7pm) 


Pansa FC (American Samoa) 


Tupapa FC (Cook Is) 
Titavi FC (Samoa) 
AS Venus (Tahiti) 
‘Tafea FC (Vanuatu) 


group of players, has kept 
their minds on the job and 
secured a healthy Top-Six 
position, (second at time of 
writing), as the departure 
date for PNG drew closer, 
From the time the Wolves 
knew of their involvement in 
the Oceania Club 


though, that the four new 
applicants will not be consid- 
ered unless there is a vacancy 
in the restructured 2001/2002 
competition, that is, if we can- 
not achieve 12 teams from the 
existing clubs.” 
kkk 
feweastle United has 
moved from Ray Watt 
Oyal at the University to 
Adamstown Oval for training 
ina move that will bring them 
closer to their soon to be 
opened licensed club, 
Newcastle United Sports 
Club is in the process of pur- 
chasing the failed Newcastle 


ys UNITECH FC (Spm) 


vs NAPIER CITY ROVERS (7pm) 


Championship, no fewer 
than four countries were 
rumoured to be hosting the 
event. Both Australia and 
New Zealand were men- 
tioned, but political sanctions 
taken by both countries 
against Fiji scuppered any 
chance they had. The country 
favoured by the Oceania 
hierarchy was PNG. But 
after an inspection team went 
to Port Moresby, it deemed 
the ground inadequate. 
Oceania therefore gave PNG 
a deadline, (Dec. 15), to 
work on the playing field and 
floodlighting or the tourna- 
ment would be switched to 
Fiji, 

Workmen set about the 
task at hand and come dead- 
line day inspectors gave the 
thumbs up, and less than a 
month from kick-off the 
eleven teams involved were 
finally able to book their 
flight tickets. 

As for the Wollongong 
Wolves, new signings came 
too late for them to be eligi- 
ble for this tournament, (the 
cut off date for new signings 
was October 15). So once 
again, the Wolves will have a 
small squad of experienced 
players to do the job, 
although a few talented 
younger players will get the 
chance to prove their worth. 
The Team doctors came to 
the fore giving a series of 
injections and tablets to 
ensure the health of the boys. 

Coach Ron Corry has been 
forced to juggle his starting 
line-up in recent weeks to 
keep the players nice and 


ys LOTOHA’ APAI FC (3pm) 


vs LAUGU UTD FC {7pm) 


Tue Jan 9 
Thu Jan 11 
Sat Jan 13 
Mon Jan 15 


Wed Jan 17 


fresh. But results haven't suf- 
fered as the Wolves have 
risen to ‘second on the 
League ladder playing some 
attractive Soccer along the 
way. 

The Club sent an inspec- 
tion team of their own to 
PNG and they have scouted 


Scott Chippertield: 
Wollongong’s mobile 
goalscorer. 
and secured the best hotel 
and training facilities avail- 

able. 

A special and carefully 
planned menu has been 
organised for each day whilst 
bottled water will be in plen- 
tiful supply as the Wolves 
have been warned not to 
drink the local tap water. 


Breakers 


Knights Leagues Club. The 
club was the former home of 
Adamstown Rosebuds. 

“The moye to Adamstown 
Oval has been in the wind for 
sometime,” Newcastle United 
general manager Jock 
Grabam said, 

“The club had discussions 
with the Adamstown Ovals 
Board last year. It was always 
the club’s approach that 
Adamstown would always be 
an ideal training facility for 
Us. 

“And that is further rein- 
forced by the possible open- 
ing in the next couple of 


months of the Newcastle 
United Sports Club across the 
Toad, 

“There are deeds of agree- 
ment that have been signed 
(between Newcastle United 
and Newcastle Knights) and 
drawn up in relation to that 
sale. 

“With the Newcastle 
United Sports Club opening 
and that facility (Adamstown 
Oval) being used by the club 
for training that provides a 
nice nexus for not only the 
players but more importantly 
for our supporters for the rest 
of the year.” 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


PERTH GLORY 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


By Richard Kreider 


Brisbane Strikers 7-2 in what was a enter- 

taining nine-goal classic at Perth Oval last 
Saturday and as a consequence edged ominously 
closer to NSL ladder leaders South Melbourne. 

Champion net buster Damian Mori was the prime 
destroyer for the Glory with four second half goals, 
although he can thank his team mates for putting 
him in the right places at the right time. 

Mori's four goals elevated him to the top of the 
scorers board with nine goals - two more than his 
nearest challengers. 

“Everybody is happy with this result, not just the 
crowd and players but the coaches as well,” said 
Glory coach Bernd Stange who was especially 
pleased with the way Mori and Bobby Despotovski 
worked together throughout the ninety minutes. 

“You can’t just arrive at a new club and click with 
everything immediately,” said Mori. “It takes time 
because the players play differently. That's why I 
still think we can perform a lot better as a team - 
especially Bobby and I,” he said. 

“Obviously I’m not too thrilled about the result 
but I was happy with the way we played,” said 
Brisbane coach John Kosmina. “We payed the price 
for inexperience today. When you have got four or 
five 18-year olds in the squad who haven’t played 
20 games between them, it’s always going to be dif- 
ficult. I missed Paul Foster today, he would have 
been very handy,” ended Kosmina who would have 
been referring to the moments of fra; 

Glory rearguard which allowed the visitors to find 
the net on two occasions. 

The home side enjoyed a 2-0 buffer at the break 
following top-drawer strikes from both Scott Miller 
and Gary Faria within two minutes of each other. 
Glory had to wait until the SIst minute before 
increasing their lead, when Mori lined up 
Despotovski to bulge the net from close range. 

Mori himself coltected the first of his foursome in 
the 70th minute before substitute Peter Dwyer 
reduced the deficit for the Strikers five minutes later, 


P=: Glory punished a raw and youthful 


EASTERN PRIDE °o 
SOUTH MELBOURNE o 


By Alan Clark 


hen attempting to leave Eastern Pride’s 
Wi Park last Saturday evening, the 

luxuriously-appointed South Melbourne 
team bus found its path blocked by an altogether 
more modestly-equipped vehicle. 

‘The players on the bus would have wryly acknowl- 
edged the symbolism, as the game which had just con- 
cluded was encapsulated in that instant. 

Despite a frantic last quarter-hour, South 
Melboume’s fully-professional squad, most of whom 
have a proud pedigree at top level, failed to get past 
Pride’s mix of youthful and well-matured part-timers 
who doggedly stuck to their task against the league 
leaders. Indeed, Pride can think itself unfortunate not 
to have won. 

“Tt was an important game for both teams,” said 
Pride coach Jeff Hopkins after the game, “(South) 
could have kicked away (at the top of the league), 
we've got to get off the bottom.” 

South had upped the pressure in the last quarter-hour 
in search of the goal which would break the scoreless 
deadlock, but Eastem Pride refused to concede. 

‘True the visitors had been reduced to ten men, but 
the alleged gap in class between the sides should have 
been sufficient for that handicap to have been over- 
come. 

South Melbourne midfielder Con Boutsianis ended 
his game only fifteen minutes in after a scything tackle 
on Dong Ki Kim. Boutsianis had himself been clat- 
tered just seconds before. His subsequent challenge 
was likely a red-mist reaction, most surely regretted on 
his long walk across field to the dressing-rooms, and 
the even longer ride home in the delayed bus. 

South assistant coach Jeff Olver was sent out to 
deputise for Mickey Petersen at the after-match media 
conference, apparently because Petersen was worried 


directly in front. 

Mori restored his sides four-goal buffer six min- 
utes further on, but Jeromy Harris gave Brisbane a 
second goal four minutes from the end. Substitute 
John Carbone lined Mori up for Glory’s sixth two 
minutes from time and Despotovski centred to Mori 
for his fourth goal and just as réferee Eddie Lennie 
blew for the match to restart, he immediately called 
full-time and handed the ball to an jubilant Mori. 

The Strikers may still be wondering how they 
failed to find the net on a couple of other occasions, 
especially seven minutes after the break when a 
Chay Hews strike deflected centimetres wide of an 
upright off the leg of Perth defender Shane Pryce 
and Ljubo Milicevic miraculously cleared an almost 
certain goal off the line three minutes later. 


AMESTERR 


Or: 


| 
Perth Glory’s Scott Miller heads the ball 
away from Brisbane’s Jeromy Harris, 


his comments would 
draw the ire of Soccer 
Australia. 

A disappointed Olver 
said, “We think it’s two 
points thrown away, but 
there’s things out there 
that we can’t control, 


and_we’ve just got to = 
del with it Easter Pride _, ef! Hopkins: The 


made it difficult for us.” ie OP ICE ED. 


Speaking of the Boutsianis send-off, Olver said, “It 
was a little bit harsh. I thought there were a couple of 
other tackles that were very similar (but) weren't pun- 
ished in the same way. The 75 minutes we played with 
ten men showed that our fitness is good, and the full- 
time environment is paying off for us.” 

Certainly, a period of ungenerous play followed the 
dismissal. Daniel Watkins had to leave the field for 
treatment to a bleeding mouth and nose in an incident 
that was not seen by any official, but which drew loud 
side-line protests from Hopkins, Watkins resumed after 
half-time, but with his nose stuffed with tissue-paper, 
and six stitches inside his mouth. 

Hopkins was angry at the incident. “I think there 
were a few elbows missed in that first half,” he said. 
Boutsianis’ departure caused South coach Mickey 
Petersen to re-jig his formation, bringing on playmaker 
Zeljko Susa and sacrificing striker Vas Kalogerakas in 
exchange. 

Patrick Kisnorbo had what proved to be South’s 
most promising chance of the first half when he con- 
trolled on the tum from a David Clarkson corer, 
before letting loose a shot which drew the best out of 
Pride goalkeeper Bojo Jevdjevic who tipped it over the 
bar. 

Pride’s most likely chance came on the half-hour. 
when Neville Roach headed narrowly over after being 
set up from a Marcus Stergiopoulos free-kick. 

Pride can draw comfort from their endeavours in 
this game when considering the battles ahead. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


By Julian Murphy 


crucial missed penalty from Gabriel 
A Mendez and a stubborn Canberra defence 

conspired to condemn the Northern Spirit 
to their first home defeat of the season. The 2-0 
loss sees the Spirit slip out of the top six whilst the 
Cosmos have reignited their campaign after halt- 
ing a five game winless streak. 

Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni admitted after the 
game that his side’s defence was the key to their vic- 
tory. “We went out to play more cautiously than we 
had in previous games. We knew if we got players 
behind the ball and defended well we would receive 
a couple of chances at the other end.” t 

‘This tactic certainly appeared to be working when 
John Angelucci opened the scoring for the visitors 
after 23 minutes. Canberra were able to launch a 
counter attack after Spirit striker Ben Burgess 


played a loose ball at the Cosmos defence. A long. 


pass from Alex Castro released Angelucci but-with 
little support the striker still had plenty of work to 
do, His task was made easier by a hesitant Spirit 
back line as he drifted effortlessly past three defend- 
ers before placing the ball past Spirit ‘keeper Paul 
Henderson. 

Angelucci was allowed to try and replicate his 
goal 15 minutes later but his shot was this time wide 
of the mark. 

Canberrais took the advantage into the half-time 
break and this was largely thanks to an inspired dis- 
play from ‘keeper Angelo Konstantinou. Ina frantic 
three minute period early in the game Konstantinou 
made two great close range saves from Alex Moriera 
and Matt Langdon and then palmed away a tamely 
struck penalty from Mendez in the 17th minute. 

Konstantinou’s inyolyement in the game 
increased in the second half as he was forced to pull 
off a string of saves (o prevent the home side from 
grabbing an equaliser. Spirit coach Graham Amoid 
pushed defender Matt Bingley forward and the Spirit 
began to look more positive but the Canberra 
defence held firm. Burgess was unable to capitalise 
on a good Moriera cross in the 55th minute and 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 1 


By Otto Bader 


Wollongong’s mind at the end of this 
game. 

After they had played all over the Kingz in the 
first half, and should have been up by a large mar- 
gin, the Wolves could only score the one goal - a 
penalty - and then saw their opponents equalise in 
the 58th minute. 

A comer count of 10 to J to the Wolves indicates 
‘one way traffic on the Kingz goal, with goalkeeper 
Chris Marsh by far the busiest player on the field, 
and the visitors gave the impression they were giv- 
ing up hope. 

Wollongong hit the lead in the 11th minute with a 
converted penalty by Stuart Young after a blatant 
foul in the goal area. In between the Wolves missed 
a dozen of shots on goal with the Kingz only look- 
ing dangerous on two occasions. 

Despite their chances the Wolves did not deserve 
to win - or that was more or less the view of Wolves 
Coach Ron Corry. Kingz assistant coach Shane 
Rufer was pleased with the come back of his side 
after living dangerously in the first half. 

The second half saw the Kingz coming out with 
vigour, attacking the over confident Wolves and cre- 
ated’ several chances. The home side went fast 
asleep. In the S8th minute the Kingz equalised 


QO: really must wonder what went through 


through a fine goal by Ivan Vicelich after a missed 


tackle by defender David Cervinski and the keeper 
not placed too well. 

From there on the Wolves looked tired and frus- 
trated despite having even then the better chances. A 
terrible retaliation foul by Wolves midfield player 


Jon Angelucci: Netted his sixth goal of the 
season for Canberra 


Konstantin blocked sharp long range efforts from 
~ Bingley and’Paal Bilokapic. 


Young Spirit striker Burgess has been a great tar- 
get man for the Sydney team this season but with 
him being well monitored by Castro, the likelihood 
of.a Spirit goal appeared more remote, As Castro 
and the Cosmos defence continued to frustrate the 
Spirit, Canberra mid-fielders Andrew Ravanello and 
Naoki Imaya scrapped hard against higher profile 
opponents such as Mendez and Craig Foster. 

With the home fans growing restless and time 
running out, the Spirit began leaving more holes in 
their defence as they tried to rescue a point. Amold 
was again solid at the back but he too eventually 
charged up the field in search of a goal. This allowed 
the Cosmos to strike a killer blow right on 90 min- 
utes to end the contest. Substitute Mark Hagger 
completed the Spirit's misery as he latched on to a 
well weighted Ravanello through ball. 

The result was extremely satisfying for Sermanni 
and while he couldn’t praise his charges enough, he 
expressed sympathy for opposite number Amold. 
“It’s pretty tough to play against a team like us who 
has come here fighting for our lives. 

Once we get our noses in front, like anyone else, 
‘we are not going to be easy to beat. It’s tough for 
Amie to have to cop criticism as I thought he played 
fantastically well. He probably just needs more of 
his players to follow his lead and show leadership 
qualities”. 


PAUL REJD: Wollongong’s Industrious mid- 
der. 


Dino Mennillo saw him being sent-off in the 70th 
minutes and the home side played one man short. 
Chances were made on both sides, for Wollongong 
David Cervinski came off to be replaced by George 
Souris and striker Stuart Young was replaced by 
Sasho Petrovski. The Kingz themselves used all 
three substitutes. The game swung from end to end 
and both sides had opportunities, with the Kingz 
missing two sitters in the five minutes. 

However Scott Chipperfield had two great 
chances to score for the home side, and once towards 
the final whistle was flattened in the goal area with 
no action taken. 

Overall it was a poor second half for the Wolves 
and a much better performance by the New Zealand 
side as their spokesman Shane Rufer pointed out. He 
said his that the team had improved and they are 
now looking forward to the coming games with con- 
fidence. The Wolves have now several days rest 
from the competition while they compete in Papua 
New Guinea in the World Cup Championship. Let's 
hope they perform to expectations, 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 9, 2001 W 


TEAM LINE UP: (Back row: Left to Right): Josip Skoko, David Z2rdilic, § 
{Front row: Left to Right): Danny Tiatto, Kevin Muscat, Stan Lazar 


aun Murphy, Tony Popovic, Paul Agostino, Mark Schwarzer. 
Ss, Brett Emerton, Paul Okon (captain). 


L ctters to the CO ditors 20 INTO CAMP 


Split League into two Conferences 


Dear Sir, 

The time has come for Soccer Australia 
to seriously consider splitting the NSL 
competition into two Conferences, North 
and South. 

With not everybody in agreement with 
reducing the number of teams down to 12, 
nor the chance of a second division with 
promotion and relegation likely to succeed 
financially due to the vast travelling dis- 
tances involved in Australia, what’s wrong 
with two 10 or 12 team conferences like 
they have in American Sports. 

T know we don’t have enough top qual- 
ity players to fill 16 teams let alone 20 or 
24 at this stage, but in time we will, when 
the flood of players going to Europe and 
elsewhere slows to a trickle. 

Let’s not forget that it was Soccer here 
in Australia that went National back in 
1977 long before any other football codes 
or sports did. 

We should continue to be innovative 
and move onto the next phase of a two 
Conference system where the grand final 
winners meet in a super bowl type of final, 
with whoever finished the highest on their 
respective ladders on points to host the 
event in their city. 


As I have mentioned once before, 
European types of competitions with 2, 3 
or 4 divisions of promotion and relegation, 
won't work in Australia (unless it was the 
only football game in town). 

‘The benefits of two Conferences are 
many, such as more local derbies and a lot 
less interstate travelling. 


SOCCER 


AUSTRALIA 


Teams like Perth Glory don’t have to 
play Brisbane or Canberra to draw a big 
crowd. They can still do it playing the 
Melbourne Knights or the Eastern Pride. 

The Northem Conference would con- 
sist of teams from NSW, ACT QLD and 
NT if necessary. 

The South would be Victoria, SA, WA, 
and Tasmania if necessary. New Zealand 
would go with whoever needs the extra 
team of teams to make up the numbers, so 


there is an even balance between the two 
Conferences, 

Whether Australian Soccer is ready for 
such a radical plan for the NSL or not, we 
will never know until we try it out for two 
or three seasons, 

On another subject, 1 would have to 
agree with R Melor in regards to bringing 
in Jeff Kennett to replace Basil Scarcella. 
Even though he is a Life member of the 
South Melboume Soccer Club, he would 
not have any conflict of interest as much 
as Tony Labbozetta does or his souther 
counterpart Joseph Brondolino. 

He would be the ideal replacement sim- 
ply because he is an experienced ex-politi- 
cian. And as everyone knows, Soccer at 
the highest Jevel is full of politics, As long 
as he leamed from David Hill's mistakes, 
Tthink he would make a great chairman as 
Tong as he is interested in the welfare of 
the game as well as the job. 

As R Melor correctly stated, we don’t 
need incompetent recycled self seeking 
opportunists taking over the top job, as it 
will send the game at a domestic level 
back to bad old days. 

Domenic Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


REBORN COSMOS READY 
FOR REVAMPED LEAGUE 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos’ 
case to remain as 
part of the restruc- 


tured 12-team National 
Soccer League next season 
will be based on their 
debt-free position at the 
beginning of the current 
campaign “and the fact we 
have a competitive team in 
Australia’s best stadium”, 
chairman Danny Moulis 
says. 

He said the club's three- 
year business plan is based 
heavily on a community 
focus, strong corporate sup- 
port, the enhancement of 
junior football and links 
with the international scene. 

However, he agrees the 
club will have a major argu- 
ment with Soccer Australia 
if the national body insists 
on the criteria that applicant 
clubs must prove they were 
“going concerns” on June 
30 and November 30, 2000. 

Writing in the club’s pro- 
gram, Moulis points out that 
the earlier date was before 
the “rebirth” of the Cosmos: 
(the club were in receiver- 
ship at the time), 

“We bear no resem- 
blance, financially speak- 
ing, to the club as they were 
at the end of last season,” he 
said. 

Moulis also took issue 
with the requirement that 
clubs show they will be 


going concems for the next 
three years. “Wow anyone 
can assess that proposition 
will be most interesting,” he 
said. 

“Perhaps Nostradamus 
should apply for the job.” 

He believes the ranking 
of the “financial strength” 
of clubs will be a minefield. 
“Net profit or loss is limited 
to football operations — 
another factor which should 
exclude favouritism being 
shown for those teams 
which are part of a licensed 


club set up. 

“How Soccer Australia 
will untangle the innovative 
accounting that exclusion of 
licensed club revenue will 
create will be interesting 
and critical to the process,” 
he said. 

“On that test the Cosmos 
should do well, or less un- 
well than the others, 
because everything we do is 
solely football related.” 

Moulis said he did not 
know of one club chairman 
who supported the concept 


Danny Moulis: The Canberra Cosmos Chairman 
is confident his club can convince 
Soccer Australia of a place in next season’s 
revamped league. 
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that the league should 
immediately be reduced 
from 16 to 12. 

“The degree of hardship 
that Soccer Australia will 
cause to soccer businesses, 
players and communities of 
fans has not been properly 
evaluated,” he said. 

“The NSL has too little 
say in its own development. 
A powerful NSL 
Commission should be cre- 
ated with full responsibility 
for marketing and manage- 
ment. Catchment areas for 
clubs should be established 
and state federations need to 
have better regard for the 
NSL clubs in their region as 
the flagships for promoting 
the game — as Soccer 
Canberra has done with us.” 

Meanwhile the chairman 
was continuing his increas- 
ingly urgent search for a 
major sponsor last week, 
saying only that after the 
collapse of talks with 
Internet company Asia 
Online he was in serious 
negotiations with “two 
‘other parties”, 


he Young Socceroos will play two 
games against the Glasgow 
Rangers Youth Team, in prepara- 
tion for next month’s World Youth Cup 
Qualifiers, in the Cook Islands. 
Coach 
Angie 
Postecoglou 
has named a 
squad of 23 
players to go 
into camp at 
the AIS in 
SOCCER Canberra 
austracia | iid 
® Monday, with 
the games 
against Rangers scheduled for Canberra 
and Sydney, 
The: Squad went into camp at the AIS 
from-January 7 is: 


Goalkeepers 
Tumbull 


Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 


Strikers 

Carle 

Di lorio 

Kennedy 

McDonald Scott Striker 


Angie Postecoglou: 
Australian coach. 


Middlesbrough England 
Marconi Stallions Australia 


The two games vs Glasgow Rangers are 
set down as follows: 
Match 1 
Date: ‘th January 2001 
Kick Off: 7.00pm 
Venue: AIS (Athletics Track) 
Match 2 
Date: 16th January 2001 
Kick Off: 6.00pm 
North Sydney Oval 


Patrick Kisnorbo: South Melbourne 
defender, called up by Postecogiou. 


Ahmad Elrich: Parramatta Power's 
Young star. 


Ljubo Milicevic Rewarded with a 
national call up, 


League Champs Held to 
a Draw by Bonnyrigg 


Blacktown City 


Bonnyrigg W.E. 


ty Don O'Regan 


onnyrigg White Eagles 

dropped one spot to 

third place on the lad- 
der when they failed to capi- 
talise on their blistering first- 
half performance against the 
reigning premiers at the 
Gabbie Stadium last Saturday 
evening, 

For the first 25 minutes of 
this engrossing —_ contest 
Blacktown were on the back 
foot as they struggled to contain 
the rampant White Eagles, 

Time and again they surged 
through the Demons’ ramparts 
only to fail at the final hurdle. 
When Johnny Ghisso’s long 
range strike in the 22nd minute 
rattled the crossbar and bounced 
down onto the line. spinning 
away from danger, Bonnyrigg 
must have wondered what they 
had to do formally register their 
overwhelming advantige, 

Fortunately for the main 
challengers to Blacktown’s 


crown, they only had to wait one 
more minute before finally 
piercing the meanest defence in 
the competition. 
Javier Mancino had two 
attempts to get the ball over 
from the right but when he did 
he found Michael Hawrysiuk 
unmarked on the edge of the 
area. Hawrysivk made no mis- 
take as he lashed the ball into the 
net past the stranded John 
Crawley in the City goal. 

Twenty-nine minutes had 
elapsed before Blacktown had 
their first meaningful attack 
when Paul Dee floated his low 
free-kick towards the far post: 
Darren [occa cleverly dummied 
by running over the ball to leave 
Jason Connolly free, only three 
‘metres out from goal but the bul- 
Jocky striker hurried his attempt 
and the ball flew over the bar, 

Further Blacktown chances 
fell to Connolly, twice, Dee and 
Yadim Mikoutski but all to no 
avail. 

Amazingly, and cespite the 
flurry of activity throughout the 


RICHES PROVES 


DEMONS SAVIOUR 


lacktown City extended 
their unbeaten streak 


to 27 games following 
their 1-1 draw against 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles at 
Gabbie Stadium. Demons 
defender Steve Riches proved 
the hero for the home side by 
heading heme with two min- 
utes left. 

Bonnyrigg took the lead in 
the 24th minute when Michael 
Hawrysiuk beat John Crawley 
from close-range, but Riches 
late equaliser means the 
Demons remain four points 
clear at the top of the table, 

Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic continued their renais- 
sance under Jim Ziras with a 4- 
0 thrashing of Sutherland 
Sharks at Seymour Shaw Park. 
A well-taken volley from John 
Kyriazopoulos gave Olympic 
the lead in the 37th minute. 

‘The score remained 1-0 till 
late in the game when three 
goals in seven minutes blew the 
score out to 4-0. Former 
Sutherland player Con Paradisis, 
scoring a 93rd minute penalty to 
hand the Sharks their fifth loss 
of the season. 

Parramatta Eagles nailed 
Penrith to the foot of the NSW 
Premier League ladder follow- 
ing a 4-0 win against the 
Panthers at Andrews Road 
Field. Goals from Mark 
Reveley and Danial Cummins 
gave the Eagles a 2-0 lead at the 
break and Balla Conde and Ben 
Delicata finished off Penrith 
with goals in the 56th and 85th 
minutes respectively. 

The win sees Parramatta 
Eagles leapfrog Bonnyrigg into 
second place, four points behind 


leaders Blacktown City. 

St George had the better of 
Central Coast in a scrappy 
encounter, with two superb sec- 
ond half finishes from striker 
Emmaruel Papageorgiou 
enough to overhaul the Coasties 
one goal advantage at half time. 

Nathan Bym punished a 
sloppy Saints clearance to put 
the Coasties ahead late in the 
first half, and it may have been 
two up but for an earlier 
Coasties miss from the penalty 
spot. However, the Saints 
looked more and more in con- 
trol the longer the game pro- 
pressed, and came away worthy 
winners. 


first half, both sides went to the 
well earned break with only the 
one defensive breach. The pace 
of the game became more delib- 
erate in the second period with 
Brian Brown making some 
changes to his Blacktown line- 
up to try and nullify the 
flowing Bonnyrige. 

Swiker Jimmy 
Aschner made his 
first appearance 
for his new club 
and — Mikoutski 
dropped out of the 
midfield 1 help 
shore up the'Demons” 
defence. 

‘The move worked insofar as 
Bonnyrigg were denied the 
space they had enjoyed in the 
first half but they were still 
unlucky in the 31st and 32 min- 
utes when Devrim Huseyin and 
Sasha Utjesenovic respectively, 
both narrowly missed the target. 


°e RESULTS °« 


ROUND & 


Blacktown City 1 
(Riches 88m) 
Belconnen 0 


Sutherland 


St 
(Papageorgiou 51 & 85) 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


HMM MaDowDany 


For further information see: www.nswpremierieaque.com 


ROUND 8 


Blacktown never gaye up 
though and their general compo- 
sure was duly rewarded in the 
88th minute with an equaliser 
that removed the gloss from a 
fine Bonnyrigg display. 

Ben Willard, returning for the 
demons from injury via 
the bench, ghosted 
down right flank 

and sent in a low 
cross to a packed 
Bonnyrigg area, 
Sieve Riches got 
to the right place 
at the right time to 
meet the centre, stop- 
ping to gently head the ball 
home. 

Best performers for the cur- 
rent League champions were 
Riches, Langan and Foxe, whilst 
for Bonnyrigg their best came 
from Devrimol, Mancino and 
Hawrysiuk. 


Bonnyrigg 1 
(Hawrysiuk 24m) 
Leichhardt 3 
(Borg 38, Heonselaars 76, 
Falas 82} 

Canterbury M’ville 4 
(Kyriazopoulos 37, 
Kotsopoulos 86, Guerrero 
89, Paraifisis: 93m pen) 
Parramatta Eagles = 4 
(Reveley 22, 

Cummins 30, 

Conde 56, 

Delicata 85) 

Central Coast 

{Byme 37) 


TIGERS PUT HORROR 
SPELL BEHIND THEM 


Belconnen Blue Devils 


Leichhardt Tigers 


By Graham Cooke 


eichhardt Tigers 

coach Les DeDelis 

will be hoping the 
worst is behind him after 
his team’s convincing 
NSW Premier League win 
over Belconnen Blue 
Devils in Canberra on 
Saturday night, 

With just two wins in 
seven games, Leichhardt 
turned on one of their best 
performances of the season 
to beat fourth-placed 
Belconnen 3-0, but DeDelis 
said intemal problems had 
‘unsettled the club in the ini- 
tial stages of their cam- 
paign. 

“We have been doing it 
tough over the last couple 
of weeks,” he said. “I can’t 
say for certain it is all over 
now, but this is a good win 
on the road, especially after 


NSW Premier League 


conceding 11 goals in the 
last two games,” 

There was certainly no 
Suggestion of a leaky 
defence from the Sydney 
team on Saturday, with 
Belconnen limited to a cou- 
ple of efforts from leading 
scorer Steve Lazzari and an 
opportunist strike from 
Matt Jullienne which goal- 
keeper Shaun Woods 
punched over the bar. 

Leichhardt had looked 
the sharper side in the first 
half with Devils’ captain 
and goalkeeper Anthony 
Giannasca called on for 
several quality saves. He 
was helpless in the 58th 
minute however when a 
pass from Mark 
Hoerselaars split the home 
defence, setting up 
Matthew Borg to strike the 
ball home. 

Then it was Hoenselaarsi 
tum. This time a contest 


between Devils’ central 
defender Oscar Zamora and 
Andrew Falas saw the ball 
ticochet to the striker who 
shot past the exposed 
Giannasca. 

‘The final goal was also 
the best of the game. Jason 
Lal switched the ball across 
the face of goal to Sam La 
Rocca whose retum cross 
was intercepted and tumed 
into the net by a spectacular 
diving header from Falas. 

Devils’ coach Lino 
Fiorese said his team could 
not afford to give away 
simple goals. “The first two 
goals caught our defence 
napping,” he said. 

“We could not do a great 
deal about the third, 
although it must be said the 
lad had a free header. 

“The mid-season break 
probably did not do us any 
good, but no excuses — we 
had chances and we simply 
did not take them.” 


NSW Premier 


Www.nswpremierleague.com 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
NSW Premier League and other NSW 


Soccer news 


@ ‘Soccer Saturday’ on 
Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 
from 11am-12pm every Saturday 


WWW.SOCCErMmSwW.cOMm.aul 


<i 
Volepert 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 
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Police help remove an IiconeereUe soccer fan from the. 
Stands after a stampede in which hundreds were Injured 
during the match between Vasco da Gama and 

4 Sao Caetano. 


STADIUM CLOSED 


police inquiry has 
opened into the inci- 
dent and a team of 


Officials visited the stadium, 
which has been closed 
indefinitely, to investigate 
claims by supporters that it 
was filled beyond capacity. 
A spokesman for the Rio 
state government said that 
Leonilson Ribeiro, the man 
initially in charge of the 
inquiry, had been suspend- 
ed after a television inter- 
view in which he blamed 
supporters for the accident. 
Meanwhile, Antonio 


international 

Henrik Larsson scored 
four times for Celtic last 
week in a 6-0 rout of 
Kilmarnock to bring his tally 
j for the Scottish to club to over 


Larsson’ ’s second half demoli- 
tion job in front of 59,380 specta- 
tors at Parkhead took his league 
total for the season to 28 and his 
tally for Celtic past the century 
mark. 

The four-week winter break 
appears to be the only way 
Scottish defences can enjoy a rest 
from Larsson, who has now 
scored 101 in 138 appearances 


Carlos Magalhaes, president 
of the Brazilian Senate, 
called for Miranda to be 
stripped of parliamentary 
immunity which protects 
him from prosecution. 

Last year, the Senate set 
up a commission of inquiry 
to investigate suspected 
mismanagement, tax eva- 
sion and corruption in 
Brazilian football. 

lronically, Miranda, a con- 
troversial and outspoken 
figure, sits on a parallel 
commission in the lower 
house. 


LARSSON HITS FOUR TO 
REACH CENTURY FOR CELTIC 


razilian soccer direc- 

tors have postponed a 

decision on the out- 
come of the Joao Havelange 
Cup final which was aban- 
doned last week when a sta- 
dium fence collapsed under a 
crush of fans. 

Police were investigating the 
incident at Vasco da Gama’s 
Sao Januario Stadium and 
there were calls for Vasco 
director Eurico Miranda, a 
member of Brazil’s Congress, 
to be stripped of his parliamen- 
tary immunity. 

The so-called Club of 13 
which organised the tourna- 
ment said they could not 
muster enough members to 
vote on what to do about the 
Vasco da Gama-Sao Caetano 
match. The club is made up of 
directors from Brazil’s 20 
biggest clubs. 

Speculation was that they 
would eventually suggest the 


Television pictures 
released on Monday showed 
Miranda, apparently impa- 
tient to get the game re- 
started, shouting at ambu- 
lancemen to move their 
vehicles off the pitch as the 
injured were being given 
emergency aid. 

Critics say the accident 
was symboiic of the chaos 
which permeates Brazilian 
football and which has 
prompted Congress to open 
its investigations. 


for Celtic since joining from 
Dutch club Feyenoord in July 
1997. 

“I did not know too much 
about the figure until recently but 
when you pass 100 goals it is a 
great feeling,” he said. 

“Maybe I am a better goalscor- 
er now compared to when I was at } 
Feyenoord but I have better ser- jf 
vice here than I did there. 

“T still see myself as a team 
player. The main thing is not that 
I score. It is better that Celtic get 
three points but if we are 4-0 up 
and there is a chance for more 
goals, I will look for them.” 
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two teams share the title. 

A replay appears impractical 
as Sao Caetano players have 
been sent on holiday as has 
Vasco da Gama’s star striker 
Romario, who left for a trip to 
Miami two days after the 
match. 

Rio de Janeiro state gover- 
nor Anthony  Garotinho 
ordered the match be called off 
90 minutes after the accident 
which left around 100 people 
injured. 

He overruled Vasco direc- 
tors and police officials who 
had been preparing the re-start 
the game. 

Television pictures showed 
hundreds of fans falling for- 
ward, apparently to escape a 
fight at the top of the terraces, 
causing a fence to collapse 
under the pressure. The game 
was goalless at the time and the 
first leg had ended 1-1, 


arren Anderton has 

opened contract talks 

with Tottenham and 
wants to stay at the club. 

The England international, who 
scored one penalty and had anoth- 
er saved in the controversial 4-2 
win over Newcastle at White Hart 
Lane, said: “I’m not just saying I 
want to stay, I really do want to. 

“T feel I am part of the family 
here. I know that because my con- 
tract is up in the summer I could 
talk to foreign clubs now, but I 
would rather stay at Spurs.” 

The news follows comments by 
England defender Sol Campbell. in 


lan Walker: Despite playing 
less than two games this 
season, the keeper Is still 
hoping to regain his starting 
spot at the club, 


DECISION ON POSTPONED 
BRAZILIAN FINAL 


Hundreds of soccer fans leap from the stands, as riot police 
and a player from Sao Caetano look on during the Brazilian 
national soccer championship final in Rio de Janelro. 


ANDERTON AND WALKER 
SET TO STAY AT SPURS 


which he indicated a willingness to 
stay at White Hart Lane, and now 
reserve keeper Ian Walker will 
shelve talks about leaving Spurs in 
a loan deal. 

Walker made a rare first team 
appearance last night when he 
came on as substitute after Neil 
Sullivan was sent off. 

Walker said: “I will wait and see 
how the appeal goes but if I get a 
game or two, then I won’t be ask- 
ing to go anywhere at the moment. 

“The plan was to go in and see 
the manager, but now I will wait 
and see what happens before doing 
that..I think the club are going to 
appeal ‘against the decision 
because Neil got the ball and the 
referee made a mistake. 

“Up until. this chance Pve 
played one-and-a-half games in 
seven months and it has been frus- 
trating. The reserves have not 
played for six weeks and the next 
game is not due to the middle of 
this month and that is just not 
tight. That’s why I was ready to 
see him.” 

Anderton added: “My agent had 
a meeting with David Pleat, the 
club’s director of football, just 
before Christmas. 

“Although no offer was made at 
the meeting, Spurs asked if I want- 
ed to stay at the club and I made it 
clear to them through my agent 
that I did, 

“T will wait and see what offer 
they come up with and I imagine 
they will do that soon now that we 


Darren Anderton: Hoping to 
Stay at the club. 

have finished with the Christmas 

and New Year fixture programme. 

“Tf a European club came in for 
me tomorrow, I would wait to see 
what Spurs had to offer me first 
before I made any decision.” 

Like his England colleague 
Campbell, Anderton is now eligi- 
ble to talk to foreign clubs under 
the Bosman ruling. 

Anderton’s present one-year 
deal runs out in the summer but the 
news that he wants to stay comes 
after Campbell revealed he is 
happy at Spurs. 

Campbell explained that much 
still depends on new owners ENIC 
when they take over the running of 
the club next month. 

He said: “I have put my cards 
on the table and it all depends on 
what the new owners want when 
they come in. They know where I 
aa 


DENILSON 
RETURNS 
TO BETIS 


Spain was due to trol ofthe club prior toits 
Brazilian club relegation. 
Flamengo's failure to But the 23-year-old 
keep-up payments forthe player was convinced he 
player. could put his previous 
The° midfielder, who problems behind him and 
cost $35 million when he start afresh at the Seville- 
moved to Spain from Sao _ based club. 
Paulo "I want to do things 
in 1998, went back to. well this time and I don't 
Brazil on loan to  wantto have any difficul- 
Flamengo before the start _ ties with anyone. 
of the current season, “Last year there were a 
after adisappointing two- lot of squabbles at the 
year spell in Spainended club. Every —_ week 
in relegation for Betis. Denilson was in the 
‘The tag of the world's papers with a problem of 
Most expensive player some sort and this time I 


NORWAY BARS PREMIER LEAGUE 
STARS OVER SPONSORSHIP ROW 


minds and sign, 

He told a news con- 
ference that two other 
players — strikers Tore 
Andre Flo of Glasgow 
Rangers and Eirik 
Bakke of Leeds — had 
not yet said whether 
they would sign or not. 
The five are among the 
highest paid of 
Norway's soccer play- 
ers, 

Iversen said he 
hoped to reach an 
accord and said the 
association were mak- 
ing a misguided 
attempt to put pressure 
on the players, “It's 
yery important for me 


Denilson: Back in Spain after a brief stint in 
Brazil. 


to play for the national razilian midfield- told reporters on his seemed to weigh heavily don't want to retum in the 
team," he said, B er Denilson, once arrival at Madrid airport, on Denilson andhe found same way." 

Ole Gunnar Soiskjaer: Banned from the national team. ‘The new sponsorship the world's most "IT am in confident cae ot: to 7 slo believed i 
- : f expensive layer, mood and hope that ish football, scoring could adapt to... the 
orway's without  Solskjaer, Per Ravn Omdal said ee ae a in Spain Hee everything will as well only five goals in two demands of second divi- 

Foo tb a 11 Manchester United after the trio refused a enveeiay ily week to see out the sea- forme andthe team, who years. sion football. 
Association defender Ronny four-year deal aimed at Dagbladet said it was Son withsecond division are clearly doing a good He never recaptured "In the end itis only 11 
barred three English Johnsen and Tottenham raising cash for soccer worth 400 million Real Betis. job." Betis president the form that led to his players against 11, and 


Premier League play- Hotspur _ midfielder __in Norway. “Lam really pleased to Manuel Ruiz de selection for Brazil's whether it be in the first 
ers, including Steffen Iversen forthcir © Ramdal said the be back, I hope to do —-Lopera, whose sideare World Cup squad in or second division all I 
Manchester United next World Cup qualifi- association had told all ‘ation, with play. °*2™thing I can to help currently third in division France in 1998 and failed want to do is get on with 
striker Ole Gunnar er against Poland in players last month that Reuss pee bay get Betis back into the _ two, said the decision to {impress the succession my work.” 


Solskjaer, from the March. only those who signed °"S keeping 15 million first division," the player bring Denilson back to of coaches that took con- 


national team last “We are, both sur- by the end of 2000 ee ere ftom : 
week after they prised and disappointed would be eligible for Haeu De eal ioc p B ER hy EE TTE r Fe 


refused tosignaspon- that some of the players __ the national team. player is obliged to 
sorship accord. won't be with us in Ramdal said, how- work for two of the 12- 
If the decision _ future," Football ever, that the players ‘4™ sponsors for one 
stands, Norway will be Association president could still change their day each year until 

berdeen are attempting 

to lure Manchester 

United manager Alex 

Ferguson back to the Scottish 


2004. Sponsors in the 

past have included an 

airline and a supermar- 
Premier league club by offering 
him # controlling interest, The 
es ‘Telegraph reported last 


ket. 

Omdal said that the 

deal benefited the play- 

ers and the Football 

Association, which 
uses the cash for 
improving the game in 
Norway’ and develop- 

ing other players. Aberdeen won three league 

But players includ- } dies under Ferguson before he 

ing Solskjaer have said} moved ta United, who have won 

the championship six times in the 

Past eight seasons, Ferguson, 59, 

is duc to retire next year. 

The Telegraph report said 

Ferguson was likely to be offered 

a place on the board of 

Manchester United as well an 


Norwegian crowns (31 
million pounds) for the 


in the past that they 
should have more say 
over the use of their 
names in advertising. 
National team coach 
Nils Johan Semb said 
he hoped the three 
would reach a deal with 


the association. "' ee ey eee ea 
this amen Hs pace cA 
ta 4 about to be Sees by 

Norway trail Poland, ‘ee sie Gene heer “ 
Belarus and Ukraine in percent shareholding if that is 
European group five in what is required t0 get their man.” 
qualifying for the 2002} the report said. 


“On the altemative investment 
‘Aberdecn's value i 
een founds (S103 Sir Alex Ferguson: Reportedly offered a controling interest 
million), so Ferguson would be _at the Scottish club. 
handed just over half that Celtic manager Martin O'Neill It said the other two were Leeds 
amount." headed & shortlist of three candi- — manager David O'Leary and Alan 
A-report in The Mirror said dates to take over from Ferguson. Curbishley of Charlton 


World Cup and are 

ahead of Wales and 

: 2p ri Armenia. Norway qual- 

" di ; ified for the World Cup 

= ——s Sid finals in 1994 and 

Ronny Johnsen: Man United teammate to also join Solskjaer on the 1998. 
sidelines for the Norwegians. 
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ENGLISH FA CUP 


WILTORD SAVES 
CUNSERS BLUSHES 


was no fairytale FA Cup story at Brunton 
Park as they battled their way past Third 
Division Carlisle in a fiery encounter. 

The Football League’s worst side - 90 places 
below the Gunners - belied their lowly status to 
take Arsenal to the wire in a bad-tempered clash 
that was littered with late tackles, 

Carlisle keeper Matthew Glennon was outstand- 
ing in the home goal and he kept Arsenal at bay 
with a string of breathtaking saves. 

But he could do nothing to prevent Arsenal 
breaking the deadlock on 22 minutes when French 
star Sylvain Wiltord put the favourites on their way 
with a well-taken goal. 

Wiltord collected a fine pass from international 


Pe giants Arsenal ensured there 


team-mate Patrick 
Vieira before sliding 
the ball sweetly past 
Glennon for his 
fourth goal of the 
season. 

Tt could all have 
been so different for 
the Cumbrian 
underdogs,  how- 
ever, had Jan 
Stevens showed 
more — composure 
when he found him- 
self in acres of space 
in the Arsenal FF 
penalty area just | 
minutes _ before 
Wiltord siruck the 
opener. 


Sylvain Wiltord after 
scoring for Arsenal 
against Carlisle Utd. 


McDOUGALD HERO FOR 
DAGGERS 


CHARLTON 
DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE 


‘ohn Salako’s deflected strike four minutes _ 


from time spared Charlton’s embarrass- 

ment as the hosts looked odds-on to 
become the first Premiership side to lose a home 
FA Cup tie against non-league opposition. 

Junior McDougald looked to have written his 
name into the record books with a first-half header, 
but Salako’s strike, one of the rare attempts on tar- 
get from The Addicks all afternoon, cared a 
replay. 

MeDougald had a shot on target in the first 
minute, before Steve Heffer sent a header over the 
bar from Ashley Vickers’ cross. 

Roberts was forced to turn away a Scott Parker 
shot from 20 yards, following a good break from 
the midfielder, before Danny Shipp's deflected 
effort had Kiely scrambling to his right. 

Kiely was then forced to claw Dagenham’s first 
corner, taken by Terry in the 38th minute, out from 
under his own bar. 

But the keeper could do nothing as Mark Janney 


recbus 


Dean Kiely: helped Chariton scramble a 
draw against Dagenham & Redbridge. 
— the scorer of the winner at Lincoln in the previ- 
ous round — clipped a cross from the right which 
found the head of McDougald, and the Conference. 
side’s top scorer calmly nodded home from six 

yards. 


KING KANOUTE SAVES HAMMERS 


WALSALL 
WEST HAM 


rederic Kanout bagged an impressive 
i= as West Ham disposed of plucky 
Walsall at the Bescot Stadium. 

The Frenchman struck after 57 and 81 minutes 
to send West Ham through to the Fourth Round but 
it was not all plain sailing for the Premiership side. 

Ona difficult playing surface Harry Redknapp’s 
men took the lead in the 6th minute when mid- 
fielder Frank Lampard scored his fourth of the sea- 
son. 

The Second Division high flyers were unde- 
terred and after Brett Angel fired over from six 
yards, the home side pulled level in the 33rd 
minute after a defensive lapse by Rigobert Song. 

An Ian Brightwell free-kick was flicked on by 
top score George Leitao into the West Ham area 
and as Song hesitated Wrack sneaked in to put the 
Saddlers level. 

Kanout settled West Ham's nerves with a pow- 
erful header in the 57th minute when Titi Camara 
fed Cole and his pin-point cross was headed firmly 


Frank Lampard celebrates putting West 
Ham in the lead at Walsall. 


past Walker. 

With 10 minutes to go Kanout smashed in his 
second of the game after a good counter-attack 
from the visitors, but Walsall poured forward and 
Angel pulled one back with three minutes to go. 


VIDUKA ON MARK AGAIN 


LEEDS UNITED 
BARNSLEY 


{ J ncertain Leeds were indebted to top 
scorer Mark Viduka as they stole 
through to the fourth round. 

Viduka hit his 14th goal of the season inside the 
first 10 minutes, but Leeds failed to build their 
early advantage into a convincing display. 

With a touch more luck, the managerless Tykes 
could have snatched the replay their gritty display 
deserved and put more pressure on Whites boss 
David O'Leary. 

The United manager went on the offensive from 
the off by fielding Viduka up front with Robbie 
Keane and Alan Smith, and visiting goalkeeper 
Kevin Miller had his work cut out from the start. 

He saved well from Smith and saw a Viduka 
drive deflected wide before the Australian interna- 
tional provided the game’s decisive moment by 
side-footing Eirik Bakke’s centre home. 

Leeds could have sewn the match up in the first 
half hour, but Keane spumed a trio of chances, and 
Miller was equal to Bakke’s double effort. 


LIVERPOO 
ROTHERHAM 


otherham’s brave resistance went up in 
smoke as Emile Heskey bagged a brace 
to send ten-man Liverpool through. 

This was no walkover though, particularly when 
Liverpool lost teenager Igor Biscan just past the 
hour mark for two bookable offences in the heat of 
a frantic second half. 

The running of forward Mark Robins ensured 
that Ronnie Moore’s defence did get some respite, 
and Reds’ goalkeeper Sander Westerveld was test- 
ed by the former Manchester United striker and 
Paul Warne. 

But within 90 seconds of the re-start, Gerard 
Houllier’s side were in front as Heskey bundled 
Owen’s cross into the net. 

Rotherham responded with any number of cor- 
ners, and as the tie became more frantic, Biscan 
saw red fora trip on Paul Hurst. 

Rotherarm substitute Chris Sedgwick almost 
scored with his first touch on 70 minutes as 
Westerveld fumbled his shot, but Hamann made 


Chris Barker (left) and Robbie Keane 
battle for the ball at Elland Road. 

Alex Neil and Neil Shipperley both strove to 
level the scoreline, but the goal-shy Tykes could 
not break through and earn the replay Leeds’ 
profligacy should have allowed them. 


Emile Heskey: Two goals to see Liverpool 
into the FA Cup 4th round. 
sure there was no comeback for the visitors as he 
rifled home Liverpool’s second from the edge of 
the box. 
Just one minute later Heskey killed the tie stone 
dead with a thumping 25-yard drive that gave Gray 
no chance. 


TRACTOR BOYS ENJOY 
DAY AT SEA 


MORECAMB' 
IPSWICH 


‘pswich side-stepped a potential banana skin 

after edging past non-league Morecambe, 

wut they had to face some tense moments 
after missing a host of opportunities. 

Top-scorer Marcus Stewart put the Premiership 
side ahead after just 14 minutes and it looked as 
though the floodgates would open. 

Jamie Scowcroft had already seen Mark Smith 
save well when Stewart grabbed his ninth goal in 
10 away games. 

Morecambe refused to give in however and had 
a good appeal for a penalty tumed down by referee 
Uriah Rennie when Mark Quayle fell under Titus 
Bramble’s challenge. 

Ryan-Zico Black then missed a wonderful 
chance to level the tie as he received the ball 
unmarked at the far post. He simply had to tap the 
ball home, yet his control let him down as he took 
a touch and Town stopper Richard Wright recov- 
ered. 


Tt was look- 
ing tense for 
Town, yet 
Armstrong 
settled — th 
nerves with a 
second on 65 
minutes. 
Fabien Wilnis 
jinked down 
the right and 
Armstrong Le 
made no mis- 
take with a 
diving header. 

Jermaine 
Wright ended | 
any hope the 
Shrimps may 
have had ashe © Stewart Drummond of 
yolleyed a Morecambe clashes with 
delightful Matt Holland of Ipswich. 


third, flicking Stewart’s cross into the top comer. 
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THIRD ROUND 


CHRISTIE AT THE 
DOUBLE FOR RAMS 


survived a late scare at the hands of West 
Brom. 

The Rams leading scorer pounced either side of 
the interval as Jim Smith's men cast off their 
Premiership problems by cruising into a 3-0 
lead. 

But the Baggies bounced back and had 
Pride Park on tenterhooks with two late 
goals, 

First Bob Taylor shrugged off the effects 
of flu to come off the bench and head home 
Jason Roberts’ cross, then three minutes later 
the comeback gathered further momentum as fi 
Lee Hughes nodded home a similar centre 
from Ruel Fox, to give the Baggies belated 
hope. 

Christie's opener came just before the 
break as Georgi Kinkladze swept the ball out 
to Danny Higginbotham whose whipped 
cross was sweetly steered home by the for- 
mer Nuneaton man. 


A Malcolm Christie double ensured Derby 


An almost identical move and finish saw 
Christie take his tally for the season to eight on 75 
minutes, while in between skipper Stefano Eranio 
added a goal worthy of winning the cup. 

The keeper had played his part in keeping the 
visitors in touch and when Taylor and Hughes cut 
the deficit to 3-2, must have thought his heroics 
would count for something. 


Jordao of West Bromwich Albion (yellow shirt) 
tussles 


with Horacio Carbonari of Derby County. 


SUPER SUB SHERINGHAM 


FULHAM 
MANCHESTER UNITED | 2 


Te Sheringham stepped off the bench 


to fire Manchester United into the Fourth 
Round of the FA Cup. 

The England striker, out for four weeks with a 
hamstring injury, replaced Dwight Yorke late on 
before scoring a delightful last minute winner from 
20 yards, 

With the excellent Louis Saha and the lightning 
quick Luis Boa Morte in attack, the First Division 
leaders gave United a torrid time on their retum to 
the competition after their absence last season, 

Tthad all begun so brightly for United, who were 
swept into a ninth minute lead by the deadly accu- 
rate finishing of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. 

With his back to goal, the Norwegian seized 


_ Gillinghs 
Bradford or Middlesbrough 
Bristol City ¥ Kingstonian 
Bolton Wanderers ¥ Burley or Scunthorpe 
Blackburn Rovers v Derby County 
Manchester City v Coventry City 
Cardiff City or Crewe v Stockport 
Southampton v Sheffield Wednesday 
Wycombe or Grimsby ¥ Wolves 
Chariton or Dagenham ¥ Tottenham Hotspur 
Leeds United v Liverpool 
Manchester United v West Ham United 
Everton ¥ ‘Tranmere 
Luton of QPR y Arsenal 
Newcastle or Aston Villa v Leicester 


Wimbledon or Notts County 


onto anerror by Lee Clark before firing a first-time 
shot beyond the despairing dive of Maik Taylor. 

But Fulham last none of the composure which 
has set them apart as near-certainties for the First 
Division title. 

On 24 minutes they drew level and in a five 
minute spell of dominance they might have scored 
three times. 

When referee Rob Winter penalised Roy Keane 
for preventing a quick free kick by moving the ball 
forwards ten yards, Fabrice Fernandes ensured that 
United paid the full penalty by curling a delightful 
free kick into the comer of Raimond Van der 
Gouw's goal. 

Saha and Boa Morte soon combined again as the 
United defence struggled to cope, this time Boa 
Morte's pass was just too far ahead of the 
Frenchman, 


THIRD ROUND 


REPLAY DATES 
Tuesday Jan 16 
Crewe Alexandra v Cardiff City 
Grimsby Town v Wycombe Wanderers 
Notts County v Wimbledon 
Scunthorpe United v Bumley 


Wednesday Jan 17 
Aston Villa v Newcastle United 
Crystal Palace v Sunderland 
Dagenham & Redbridge v Charlton 
Athletic 
Queens Park Rangers v Luton Town. 


(UK times —~ one fixture will be 
changed to allow for live TV coverage) 


TWO OFF AS PALACE 
EARN DRAW 


SUNDERLAND 0 
CRYSTAL PALACE | 0 


rystal Palace keeper Alex Kolinko had 

an inspired game to ensure Sunderland 

failed to gain revenge for their 
Worthington Cup quarter-final exit against the 
Eagles. 

The writing had looked on the wall for the 
Eagles after midfielder Hayden Mullins was sent 
off for violent conduct early in the second half, 
after he tussled with Gavin. McCann. 

Alan Smith's side defended for their lives, how- 
ever, and frustrated 
the Black Cats 
with some great 
last-ditch tackling 
and could have 
snatched a surprise 
victory when | 
Scottish striker 
Dougie Freedman 
burst through on 
goal with two min- 
utes left. 

But the former 
Wolves and 


er 


CHELSEA 


ianfranco Zola bagged a brace as 
Gs humbled the Posh with a bunch 
of five. 

The Italian started and finished the scoring as 
the Blues eased past Barry Fry's outclassed side 
with the minimum of fuss. 

‘Two goals in eight minutes just before the break 
— from Zola and Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink — and 
two in as many second half minutes, courtesy of 
Eidur Gudjohnsen and Gustavo Poyet, made sure 
there would be no hint of an upset. 

All the pre-match talk had been of Dennis 
Wise's apparent desire to go on the transfer list, but 
from kick-off no-one could doubt his commitment 
to the Chelsea cause. 

Zola was played in by Poyet's quick free-kick 
and produced the finish, and then lead was doubled 
in first-half injury-time as Hasselbaink finished 
unerringly. 

Chelsea striker Gudjohnsen touched Poyet's 
cross past the exposed Tyler, before the unmarked 
Uruguayan nodded in Albert Ferrer’s centre, 


Don Hutchison: unable tc inspire Sunderland to FA Cup victory. 


EASY FOR BLUES 
AGAINST FRY’S MEN 


Nottingham Forest front-runner was brought down 
by Stanislav Varga when clear on goal. and the 
Slovenian defender was promptly dismissed for a 
professional foul. 

The home side will be kicking themselves for 
squandering a series of chances, most notably 
when Don Hutchison’s drive produced a fantastic 
save from Kolinko. 

Midfielder McCann then smashed a shot just 
wide after playing a good one-two with Dichio, but 
Palace hit back and almost broke the deadlock in 
the 41st minute when midfielder Steve 
Thompson’s volley dropped just over the bar. 


Zola made sure the Blues began the defence of 
their title in the most impressive manner possible 
by finishing in the penally area. 


Gus Poyet and Jon Harley challenge for 
the ball in Chelsea's 5-0 romp. 


COMPLETE FA CUP 3rd ROUND RESULTS AND ATTENDANCES 


AFC Bournemouth 2-3 GILLINGHAM 7/303 
BLACKBURN ROVERS 2-0 Chester City 15,223 
BOLTON WANDERERS 2-1 Yeovil Town 11,161 
Burnley 2-2 Scunthorpe United $,054 

Cardiff City 1-1 Crewe Alexandra 13,402 

Carliste United 0-1 ARSENAL 15,300 

Chariton Athletic 1-1 Dagenham & Redbridge 19,059 
CHELSEA 5-0 Peterborough United 31.912 

DERBY COUNTY 3:2 West Bromwich Albion 19.232 
Fotham 1-2 MANCHESTER UNITED {9,178 
Hoddersfield Town 2 BRISTOL CITY 4,192 
LEEDS UNITED 1-0 Barnsley 32.386 

LEICESTER CITY 3-0 York City 16,550 

Leyton Orient 0-1 TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 12,336. 
LIVERPOOL 3-0 Rotherham United 20,689 

Loton Town 3-3 Queens Park Rangers $.677 
MANCHESTER CITY 3-2 Birmingham City 19.380 


Morecambe 0-3 IPSWICH TOWN 5,923 

‘Newcastle United 1-1 Aston Villa 37,362 

Nottingham Forest 0-1 WOLVERHAMPTON 14.601 
Portsmouth 1-2 TRANMERE ROVERS 11,058 
Preston North End 0-1 STOCKPORT COUNTY 9,975 
SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 7-1 Norwich City 15,971 
SOUTHAMPTON 1-8 Sheffield United 14,158 
Southend United 0-1 KINGSTONIAN 7.270 
Sunderland 0-0 Crystal Palace 30,908 

Swindon Town 0-2 COVENTRY CITY [4,445 
‘Walsall 2-3 WEST HAM UNITED 9.402 

‘Watford 1-2 EVERTON 15,645 

Wimbledon 2-2 Notts Coanty 4,39! 

Wycombe Wanderers 1-1 Grimsby Town 5.390 
Bradford City v Middlesbrough (To be played Tuesday 
‘morning Australian time) 
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erard Houllier 
declared on the 
day that Igor 


Biscan made his £5.5mil- 
lion entrance to Anfield 
that he was buying poten- 
tial, as opposed to the fin- 
ished article. 

Perhaps the Frenchman 
was deliberately under- 
selling his latest Liverpool 
purchase. 

For if that opinion was 
what he truly believed, he 
will surely be revising it 
following the accomplished 
and astonishingly com- 
posed way the Croatian 
midfielder announced him- 
self to his new rivals from 


Manchester United. 
Biscan’s Premiership 
debut coincided — with 


Liverpool’s first win over 
Sir Alex Ferguson's side at 
Old Trafford in a decade. 

Pitted against Roy Keane 
and the Irishman’s, fellow 
midfield aggressor, Nicky 
Butt, Biscan picked his way 
through the match with the 
style and savvy of someone 
whom Houllier must 
already believe _will 
become as influential and 
important to his side as the 
United captain is to the 
champions. 

Whether that influence is 
far-reaching enough to res- 


cue Liverpool’s title chal- 
lenge at this late stage must 
be highly unlikely. 

The addition of Biscan to 
the squad will increase 
competition for places but 


that in itself brings selec~” 


tion issues which may raise 
questions about Houllier’s 
management. 

The Frenchman is clearly 
finding it difficult to satisfy 
the egos of players like 
Robbie Fowler and Michael 
Owen while operating his 
squad rotation system. 

Never mind potential, 
Biscan is already winning 
friends and influencing 
people and Anfield’s mid- 
field intellectual Gary 
McAllister is convinced 
that his arrival will coincide 
with a further surge from 
his team. 

Veteran McAllister, 
brought in last’ summer 
from Coventry City to help 
provide artistic inspiration 
to youngsters such as 
Steven Gerrard and Danny 
Murphy, declared: “He has 
authority in the way he 
plays and you have to hand 
it to him in the way he 
coped with the pressures of 
United and a game of that 
magnitude, 

“He’s a big boy, strong, 
and he can pass it. He obvi- 


ously has composure and 
assurance and you have to 
believe that the longer he is 
here and the more settled he 
gets, the better he will 
become.” 

McAllister and Houllier 
are not the only ones upon 
whom Biscan has made an 
impression, 

Barcelona wanted him, 
Juventus left calling cards, 
but the player who made 
his debut as a 17-year-old 
and was captain of Croatia 
Zagreb before arriving in 
England, had known for 
almost a year that Houllier 
planned to make him a cen- 
tral figure im his revolution. 

And it is all but certain 
that the Frenchman decided 
to mount the campaign to 
capture the blond midfield- 
er as long as 15 months 
ago, when he saw him 
make his first appearance at 
Old Trafford ‘in a 
Champions League match 
from which Croatia Zagreb 
emerged with a creditable 
draw and Biscan first came 
up against Keane. 

He was not intimidated 
that night, either. 

Houllier said: “Biscan 
was not cheap but, as Leeds 
United have shown with 
Rio Ferdinand, you have to 
spend big to bring in play- 


ers with big potential. That 
is what we have with him. 

“There must be some- 
thing in the fact he was cap- 
taining his club at the age of 
only 22. It shows he can 
accept responsibility while 
he is also a fine athlete.” 

Houllier, in the months 
leading up to Biscan’s 
arrival, played the Kop 
card, aware that Biscan has 
always had a strong affec- 
tion for Liverpool — 
indeed, his hero remains 
Tan Rush. 

Biscan confirmed: “T 
know everything there is to 
know about Liverpool. I 
have always followed their 
progress and the manager 
filled me in with a lot more 
detail. 

“T knew for sure that they 
wanted me at least six 
months ago and, while 
there were other clubs very 
interested, I felt I could 
make progress faster at 
Anfield. I will have a tough 
fight on my hands but I 
think T will also learn a lot. 

“In Gerard Houllier, I 
believe Liverpool have a 
coach of great credibility. 

In Croatia many. people 
recognise the work he did 
with France and their 
young players. His influ- 
ence had a lot to do with 


Igor Biscan: While playing for Croatia Zagreb. 
France winning the 1998 Houllier as his remarks enough to challenge United 
World Cup.” about the Anfield manager. —_ for the championship. 

The fact that Biscan, who Such was the near-deliri- But if Biscan can forge a 
has 10 Croatia caps and um of the victory over decent partnership with the 
was also influenced by United that Houllier hardly equally gifted and assured 
Croatia Zagreb's former mentioned the impactmade Gerrard by the coming 
coach Ossie Ardiles, reject- by his young recruit. summer, the Liverpool 
ed any thoughts of hanging Houllier is almost cer- manager will find it all but 
on for a moye to Barcelona _ tainly correct in suggesting impossible to maintain the 


Ignor Biscan: Made an Impressive debut for Liverpool. 
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is as complimentary to Liverpool are not yet good art of understatement. 


ZIDANE ADVERT STIRES 
TROUBLE WITH JUVE 


uyentus star and 

FIFA World Player 

of the Year Zinedine 

idane found himself 
caught between two car 
companies after 
appearing 
in a television 
commercial for 
US giant Ford. 
The advert 

was broadcast 
for the first 
time in France 
on New 
Year's Eve, 
raising eye- 
brows in Italy 
where Juventus 
and their players 
are closely linked 
with rival Italian car maker 
Fiat. 


Turin-based Fiat owned 
Juventus until the 1990s 
when it passed its stake in 
the club to IFI, a holding 
company controlled by the 

Agnelli family, which 
oversees both Fiat 
and the football 

club. 

Juventus _ played 
down-the alleged 
conflict of inter 
est. 

"Zidane had 
every right to 
take that deci- 
sion," Juve's 
marketing man- 
ager Romy Gai 
said. "Furthermore, 
Zidane's manager 
informed Fiat of the pro- 
posal (from Ford).” 


Zinedine Zidane: Caught between two car companies. 


2002 GO-HOSTS WERGE LO 


Japan played last week. 


minutes. 


JONES 


ave Jones, who 
fought a successful 
nine-month battle to 


clear his name of child abuse 
charges, was named manag- 
er of first — division 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
last week, 

The former Southampton 
manager, who is the fifth 
Wolverhampton boss in six 
years, has signed a 3-1/2 year 
contract. 

Jones, 44, was cleared of 14 


The Asian XI had the better of the 
first half and South Korea's Ko 
Jung-su scored in the 17th minute 
with a beautiful left-footed free 
kick, leaving the Paraguayan goal- 
keeper Jose Luis Chilavert stranded. 

Chilavert had a chance to hit back 
in the 30th minute but missed with 
one of his trademark free kicks. 

After several substitutions at half- 
time, including the entry of Croatian 
international Robert Prosinecki, the 
world XI dominated the final 45 


After 72 minutes some close con- 


“LEARS NAME 
WINS SPOT aT WOL 


sexual abuse charges last 
month when the case against 
him in a Liverpool court col- 
lapsed. 

“T'm just very, very happy to 
be here," Jones told a news 
conference, 

“Tm here to bring back the 
good times, hopefully, and 
bring the club back to where it 
belongs - in the premiership." 

Jones was reluctant to com- 
ment on the harrowing past 12 
months since he was released 


DRAW Wir) WORLD xd 


combined team from 2002 
World Cup co-hosts Japan 
and South Korea drew 1-1 
against a world XI ina friendly in 


front of 46,740 in Yokohama, 


Columbian midfielder Jorge Bolano (left) and South Korean 
Choi Yong-soo fight for the ball during the Accenture Dream 
Soccer, Japan/Korea all stars against World All Stars 
in Yokohama. 


IES 


by Southampton on compas- 
sionate grounds to fight his 
case. 

"What's gone on has gone,” 
he said. "It's water under the 
bridge. It's time for me to look 
forward. 

"L just want to look forward 
and build Wolverhampton 
Wanderers into a force that is 
going to go into the premier- 
ship and stay in the premier- 
ship.” 


trol from Prosinecki saw him break 
free of the Asian defenders before 
equalising past Japanese goalkeeper 
Daijiro Takakuwa. 

The match, touted as an historic 
show of co-operation between the 
2002 World Cup co-hosts, had been 
devalued by the withdrawal of high- 
profile internationals like France's 
Zinedine Zidane and Paolo Maldini 
of Italy who decided to stay in 
Europe. 

Brazilian intemational Romario 
made an appearance at the stadium 
but was unable to play because of 
injury. 

But the crowd — who braved a 
cold winter day for the match - got a 
taste of what it may be like in 2002. 


Dave Jones: Holds a Wolverhampton scarf after 
being announced the club’s new manager. 


wer the years in England. And, if ull the reports. 
that are filtering through are correct, then he will 
‘soon be wearing the sky-blue and white of Lazio, 

‘Di Canio is really-an amazing player - any West Ham Utd 
Supporter can tell you that. However, his career ig amazing 
for me,and his imminent return to Lazio would mean it 

have come full circte, 

anio played at the highest level for years in Italy ‘and 
jerage memory recalls him at Lazio, Juventus, Napoli 
€ Milan, before he moved to Scotland of all places for 
i¢ A professional to go to for further development of 


P=: Di Canio bas had his fair share of headlines 
0 


your career! 


TE Was his Success in Scotland that earned him 2 transfer 
to England and hence to his current stardom. At 32 years 
old, Di Canio is finally a star! 3 

Di Canio was your averagé’Serie A midfielder in that he 
worked hard, played in most games but never set the world 
on fire. His best year in Italy was when he played his oné 
and only season at Napoli (1993/94) and scored five goals. 

He played for Lazio for two seasons (1988 -1990}, thers 
moved 10 Juventis for three seasons (1990 -1993), then to 
Napoli and then onto AC Milan for two more years, 

His retum to Lazio is # retam to the clud where it all 
started for him in the Serie A - those days, it was a very dif- 
ferent Lazio to today. 

He is: also a Lazio junior as he was born and bred in 
Rome, so it might just be the icing on the cake of a very 
mixed career, 

Itis interesting to hear people say that players who leave 
the Serie A and go to the English Premier League, are those 
in the twilight of their careers. It may be the case for some, 
but increasingly it is not. 

Football is the global game and any player movement 
from Italy to Engtand and vice versa, is just a reflection of 
European Union laws on practicing your trade in any of the 
member EU countries. 

Lazio, for instance, have two players (plus maybe Di 

nio) on their books that have played in England. Auilio 
Li and Fabrizio Ravanelii had stints at Crystal 
Palace and Middlesbrough respectively, before retuming to 
aly. Ravanelll retumed vig France after a very successful 
stint at Otympique Marseille. 

Lombardo and Ravanelli are key elements of the Lazio 
team ~ used regularly in games:as t but that is 


Dj Canio will return to Waly a much better player for bay- 
ing played in England und a player that is finally recognised 
for his talents. Much unlike the situation before he left. 

it is interesting to speculate about a place in the national 
team, Will Di Canio be part of Italy's plans for the 2002 
World Cup? 

Answer: No, a0 way, ever! 

Lombardo and Ravanelli both played for Italy but never 
made it back. Di(Canio has never played for Italy and has no 
chance, even though crazier things have happened in foot- 


ball OF getting into the Azzurri lineup. 


‘As a midfielder, his greatest opposition is Stefano Fiore, 
currently at Udinese but already signed by Lazio (of all 
teams for Di Canio) for next year and asa playmaker, the 
name of Francesco Totti is indefinitely eagraved there. 

ake 
nthe subject of transfers, Romario at 35 yeary old, was 


 -A-# the subject of speculation recently. Inter were said to be 


interested. It ditin’t come about because sanity prevailed. 

Romany scored over 60 goals in all competitions for 
Vasco da Gama last year but, with all due respect, Brazilian 
club football is a long way from Italy’s Serie A. 

Why didn't Romario play in (taly carlier in his career? 
Afics all, he was considered by many to be the world’s best 
striker throughout the earlier half of the 90's. 

Club coach, Marco Tardelli, and Director, Lele Oriali, 
both tcammates in Italy's. 1982 World Cup triumph, were 
not interested. It was another poor attempt but a success- 
Sarved club with a ‘money bags’ president, Massimo 
Moratti. to buy success. Ee 

However, the problem at Inter is not the'players (most of 
whom are overpaid anyway) but with the whole structure of 
the club. li totally lacks whut say Juventus has, that is, the: 
whole set-up and structure of actub. Interis aot aclubin the 
Irue-sense — it simply has-a president who doesn’t know 
where to tum to and spend his money. 
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at the hell is-going on at Tottenham? Is there 
any clob going around at the moment with 
more of a bipolar personality problem? 

First of all there is Tough Tottenham (T1), a solid outhn, 
undefewted in the league and steadily turning. White Hart 
Lune into a imposing fortress, 

Then there is Toothless Tottenham (12), This rabble has 
been emerging from visiting changing rooms throughout 
England and. before last weekendis last gasp FA Cup win 
over Third Division Leyton Orient, have been unable to 
pick up a victory anywhere since April 2000, 

With a Tithe over half of the current season complete TI 
and T2 appear to be conducting some sort of intre-club jm 
wrestle, each doing their best to send Spars to opposite ends 
of the table. T2:scems to have been gaining the upper hand 
of late, but T1’s recent 4-2 win over Newcastle suggests 
there is still some left in this battle. 

T2 have collected only two points from eleven games in 
the Ieague and have looked pretty ordinary in the process. 
These two points have come from visits to relegation hot- 
shots Bradford City and struggling Middlesbrough. 

Apologies to-all Spurs fans but I have to say | have thor- 
oughly enjoyed watching T2 stumble their waly through 
their last two League outings, 

Inthe first game they weat down 2-0 to Glenn Hodklcis 
Southampton side 

Now T2 werenit exactly temnble, but they, were pretty 
timid in front of goal. Classy fimshes froma red-hot James 
Beattie und Kevin Dayies were coough to inflict yet anoth- 
er defeat. 

Shortly afterwards T2 visited high-flying Ipswich and 
this was simply sensational viewing for any footbull fan that 
doesn’t. mind a bit of “schadenfreuden’ at the expense of one 
of England's bigger club's 

Ipswich played exceptionally well and would have beat- 
en most teams on the day, but for mine T2 provided the 
most priceless moments. The blunders were enjoyable to 
watch but better still was the fraying of tempets es the fines 
of communication broke down. 

Early in the game Stephen Clemence took the ball up the 
Jeft flank and into Ipswich territory before delivering 2 short 
pass infield to Willem Korsten. The Dutch striker quickly 
stabbed the bull back towards Clemence and charged up in 
the direction of the penalty area. However, Clemence had 
started off in another direction leaving the ball to dribble 
aver the sideline, Not exactly an uncommon occurrence but 
as the Portman Road crowd applauded their level of under- 
stunding, the two players delivered each other icy glares, 

It-was also good to see an exasperated Sol Campbell bel- 
low at Ledley King when he guve up possession easily, or at 
Alton Thelwell when his defensive skills were found want- 
ing- Then there were strikers Korsten and Gary Doherty 
exchanging looks of bewilderment 1s passes were misdi- 
rected and chances fluffed. All the while high profile for- 
wards Sergei Rebrov und Chris Armstrong sat glum-faced 
on George Graham's bench. And with experienced mid- 
ficlders Oyvind Leonhardsen and Tim Sherwood trotting 
around doing stuff all, it was inevitable that a fired up 
Ipswich would steam over the top of them. 

The longer the T2 comedy act continues, the more tenu- 
ous Grahamis reign as manager's becomes. His saving 
grace at the moment is the good performances of TI. 

As. the expensively assembled Spurs: stutter, George 
Burley's Ipswich continue to press for a place in Europe 
with plenty of self belief and great team spirit. There is no 
doubt Ipswich are playing well and they are certainly 
enjoying it. They work hard as a team and appear to encour- 
‘age rather than scowl af each other. 

At the back 19 year old Titus Bramble continues his 
impressive form, confidently running the ball out of defence 
whilst also providing an aerial threat from free-kicks and 
comers. Icelandic Hermann Hreidarsson, 2 laughing stock a 
couple of years ago ut Crystal Palace, took the points from 
Spurs Darren Anderton and is playing out of his. skin. 
Players such a3 James Scowcroft and Jermaine Wright are 
showing no fear of more fancied opponents and Marcus 
Stewart is knocking goals in for fon. 

Many frustrated Spurs fans ure calling for Graham's 
head, with favourite son Hoddle being touted as a replace- 
ment Maybe as an ex-Arsenal man Graham will always be 
fighting on uphill battle and it is time for him to go. He can 
only be saved. by! good results over the next couple of 
months nd to do this he'll need to persuade TI to play 
away from White Hart Lane, 


he Football 

Association has con- 

firmed its plans to 
use the Millennium 
Stadium in Cardiff as the 
venue for the FA Cup 
Final. 

The Welsh venue will host 
three FA Cup finals, starting 
with this year's on May 12th, 
as the final is staged outside 
England for the first time in 
the competition's 129-year 
history. 

The Football League has 
also concluded an agreement 
for the next four League Cup 
finals to be played in the sey- 
enty-two thousand seater sta- 
dium. 

The play-off finals and the 


Charity Shield will also take 
place there. 

Fears have been raised 
recently over the: state of the 
pitch in Cardiff, but part of 
the deal is that no other 
events, such as pop concerts, 
can be held in the fourteen 
days prior to the FA Cup 
final. 

A completely new surface 
will be laid three weeks 
before the match. 

The Millennium Stadium 
was the FA’s preferred 
option, but Murrayfield, 
Twickenham and Old 
Trafford were also keen to 
stage the event. 

The FA’s confirmation of 
the desire to take the Welsh 


aoe a aS 


Cardiff's Millenium Stadium — will host FA Cup Final. 
option came at the end of its Millennium Stadium has created, it would be, we 
summer meeting in Torquay. _ established itself very quick- believe, an appropriate set- 
FA executive director ly as a special venue. While _ ting for the FA Cup final. 


David Davies said: "The the new Wembley is being 
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biggest Dundee have ever done for a 


Commercial spin-offs for Dundee 

have softened that blow, with the 
club making around 45,000 pounds 
(AUS 105,000 app) in Caniggia's 
first week alone from the sale of 
Dundee shirts with his name on the 
beck. 
Dundee, who have three other 
Argentine players, have also featured 
on US cable network ESPN on three 
occasions and Sky Television in 
Britain since Caniggia's arrival, 

"Cisudio's commitment over the 


last three months here, on and off the 


faith in him, and we believe it shows 


POBORSKY SET 
TO JOIN LAZIO 


C= midfielder Karel Paska said earlier after a meeting 


with the two teams’ representatives in 
Prague that Poboreky would sign an 18- 
month contract in Rome on Friday if he 
passed medical checks. 

"Karel wants to retum homie to the 
Casch Republic and therefore he is 
‘Lazio only for a year and a half 
* Paska exid. "Thea we sit 


a 
¥ 
HE 


1a first-team place and moved to Benfica 
at the end of 1997. 


itive effect on the squad and he is as, 
popular with his team mates as he is 
with the fans. 

"With him, I believe we can 
achieve our aim of finishing in the 
top fou" 


World Rankings 


(Valid until January 17) 


Brazil 69 
France 69 
Argentina 1 
ttaly 

Czech Republic 
Portugal 

Spain 
Netherlands 
Yugoslavia 


Burkina Faso 
Congo DR 
Uzbekistan 
Albania 
AUSTRALIA 
Kuwait 

China PR 

FYR Macedonia 
Cuba 


PRON OP Pers 


Cape Verde Is 
Dominican Rep 
Eritrea 
Cayman Islands: 
Yemen 
Mauritania 
Chinese Taipei 
Chad 

Surinam 

Laos 

Nepal 


Vanuatu 


New Zealand 
Latvia 
Norther Ireland 
Moldova 
Libera: 
Belarus 
Trinidad & Tobago indonesia 
Turkey Mali 

Ireland Rep Vietnam SR 
Uruguay Syria 

Egypt Singapore 
Ukraine Qatar 
Slovenia Uganda 
Saudi Arabia Barbados 
Iran Jordan 
Japan 

Cameroon 

Korea Republic 

Israel 


FESSSSSSIRRESRS Seat ar eR 


Cote d’ Woire 
Nigeria 


¥ 


BISHRESSLSSIISASSSLSSSUSHESRATSSSSSHRESRSSEENERERL 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet to do not appear in 


TOSHACK HAILED A HERO 
ON RETURN 10 SOCIEDAD 


ohn Toshack was given a hero's 

welcome as he returned to Real 

Sociedad to begin his third spell 
in charge of the Basque club last 
week. 

More than 1,000 fans saw his first 
training session. 

The former Liverpool and Wales 
player was released from his contract 
with French first division St. Etienne 
earlier in the week after they reached a 
compensation agreement with Real. 

Toshack has signed a deal until June 
2003. Real Sociedad are in the middle 
of one of the worst crises in their 90- 
year history and they have been through 
two coaches this season in Javier 
Clemente and Periko Alonso. 

The team are anchored to the bottom 
of the table with 12 points from 16 
games and were eliminated from the 
King's Cup in the first round by third 
division neighbours Beasain. 

After the training session Toshack 
told reporters he had a very clear idea of 
what he had to do at the club, 


iz 

John Toshack: Holding Real 
Sociedad's jersey. The 

Welshmen was hailed a hero 

upon his return to the club. 


"I experienced an almost identical 
situation at St. Etienne and so I know 
the recipe that has to be applied to Real. 

"Lam grateful to the club, because it 
has given me a lot and the people here 
have so much confidence in me that it 
makes my hair stand on end. I am cer- 
tainly going to try and live up to their 
expectations.” 

Toshack has already managed Real 
Sociedad for more matches than any 
other coach in the club's history. 

"When you are scared of failing you 
will achieve absolutely nothing. You do 
not need to be brave to coach Real 
Sociedad because it is a privilege to do 
the job," said Toshack who has also 
managed Real Madrid, Deportivo La 
Coruna and Besiktas. 

The 51-year-old Welshman became a 
favourite of the fans after guiding Real 
to victory in the King's Cup in 1987 

The following season they reached 
the final of the Cup again and finished 
second in the league, 


MONACO CHASING 
CHELSEA'S LEBOEUF 


iling French champions 
Ate are interested in 

signing French international 
defender Frank Leboeuf from 
English Premier League side 
Chelsea. 

Monaco have held talks with 
Leboeuf over the past few days, 
according to a club official who spoke. 

Leboeuf was a member of the 
French squad that won both the 1998 
World Cup and the 2000 European 
Championship and is seen by Monaco 
as the man to plug a defence that has 
conceded 32 goals in 22 matches — 
the second worst in the league. 

Monaco are also reportedly interest- 


Robbie Fowler: Unable to stay 
out of the headlines. 


ed in signing Italian defender Christian 
Panucci, who is currently on loan to 
Chelsea from Inter Milan. 

To raise funds, Monaco could be 
considering selling defender Martin 
Djetou, a former Manchester United 
target who has attracted recent interest 
from Arsenal. 

Leboeuf has a contract with Chelsea 
until 2002 but Monaco believe 
Chelsea may be prepared to let him go 
if they receive the right offer as he will 
turn 32 later this month, 

Monaco is currently 15th in the 18- 
team French league, only four points 
above the relegation zone. 


FOWLER 
OUTSIDE 


ngland and Liverpool striker 
K=: Fowler was attacked 

outside a bar in Liverpool in 
the early hours of the morning last 
week, police said, 

The 25-year old was found shortly 
after 2am outside the Wonder Bar in 
Liverpool's city centre. 

"Fowler was seen outside the premis- 
es having been assaulted," a police 


Frank Leboeuf: Possible move 
back to France. 


TTACKED 


OCAL PUB 


spokesman said. "He suffered slight 
injuries to his face but was not taken to 
hospital." 

A 39-year old Liverpool man has 
been arrested. 

Fowler, who has failed to establish a 
regular first team place this season after 
a long term injury, last week denied 
tabloid speculation that he was planning 
to leave Liverpool for another club. 
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THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 


‘SOUTH MELBOURNE 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES| 
PERTH GLORY 13 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 13 
PARRAMATTA POWER _| 13 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE | 13 
MARCONI STALLIONS | 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 13 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
CANBERRA COSMOS 
SYDNEY UNITED 13 
FOOTBALL KINGZ 13 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NEWCASTLE UNITED. 
EASTERN PRIDE 


ifs d5, Moret gu ee 51, Mori 70,81,88,89) Z 
; 2 
75, Harris 86) 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 11.942. Referee: E. Lennie 
Cautions: Junior (PG) 12, Meredith (BS) 24, Mclaren (BS} 33, Stefanutto 


548. 
jams: PERTH GLORY: Trefkowsh, Miler (Carbone 60), 
Micon Rate 70 Hamieal, Pca husr eauants 60h Faas Mone 


= STRIKERS: Duke  Stefonutto, McKain (Webber 83), Srhoj, 
Ls teeta Davidson, Smeltz (Dwyer 74), Harris, Moretuh Dole 6} be 


ae Crowd: 3,615 Referee: Neil 
Cautions: De Amicis (SM) 20, Roach (EP) 36, Test SM 3, Su 
(SM) 49, er Red Cards: Boutsisnis (SM) 15 | 


Teams: EASTERN PRIDE: Jedjevic, Stergiopoules, Fak, Gotis, 
Wea, Kim, Bell, Hutchinson, Puca, Roach, Wetkins (MacNicol 74). 


Sel, ie ow tsar a7! tae ariel | 
ie WS or tn | 
Vlahos, pee ie sini Thee) NOT USED: 
Tome 


Brisbane Strikers — bye 


